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A Note on Post-mortem Technique. 
By Dr. Septrmmus Sisson, Ohio State University. 


In forwarding the following communication Dr. 
Sisson says :—-‘ The paper has not been published 
in a regular veterinary journal, but only in the College 
paper, The Veterinary Alumni Quarterly. 


Dr. Sisson’s MESSAGE OF APPRECIATION. 


“May I,” he continues, “take this opportunity 
of expressing my very high appreciation of the great 
honour of being elected an honorary member of the 
N.V.M.A.—an honour which was, of course, entirely 
unexpected, and which I still incline to feel is beyond 
my deserts. I shall always treasure in memory the 
recollection of the truly British welcome I received 
at York and the extreme cordiality with which the 
officers and members treated me during the meeting.” 





The making of a fairly thorough and systematic 
post-mortem examination of the large domestic animals 
is no simple matter even under favourable conditions. 
This is particularly true in regard to dealing with 
the large and unwieldy abdominal viscera. In making 
a necropsy in the field the difficulties are accentuated 
by the lack of professional assistance and the absence 
of the facilities provided in a well-equipped post- 
mortem room. The purpose of this brief article is 
to indicate a method by which the abdominal organs 
of the horse and ox may be conveniently exposed, 
examined and removed. It is assumed herein that 
the practitioner has at least one layman to help him ; 
two are decidedly preferable and are usually available. 
It is not the intention here to discuss anything except 
the manipulation of the organs. 


1. ABDOMINAL VISCERA OF THE Horse. 


The cadaver should be placed squarely on its back 
and held as nearly in that position as possible until 
the usual median and transverse incisions of the 
wall are made. The flaps may be removed if there 
is no objection to doing so. Examine the organs now 
visible. These comprise the ventral parts of the 
great colon, the body and apex of the cecum, and 
inconstant coils of small intestine. If desired the 
subject may be inclined first to one side, then to the 
other, in order to see more of the arrangement and 
appearance of the viscera laterally. The two anterior 
flexures of the great colon may be seen by taking 
hold of the left parts of the colon and drawing them 
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backward a little. Draw the apex and body of the 
cecum toward the right flank. Find the pelvic 
flexure of the colon (which is commonly in the right 
inguinal region) and raise the left parts of the colon 
and lay them forward on the breast. Coils of the 
small intestine and small colon are now visible, lying 
chiefly on the left side in the space between the 
stomach and the pelvis. The stomach (covered 
by the greater omentum), spleen, and liver are par- 
tially exposed. The coils of small intestine may 
be spread out for inspection, and then drawn over 
the left flank to facilitate finding the points at 
which to ligate it. In case you have not enough help 
to hold the subject in the dorsal recumbent. position, 
most of the foregoing procedure can be carried out 
very well if the subject is placed on its right side. 
The small intestine may now be removed. The 
duodeno-jejunal junction is easily found if one remem- 
bers that it is always situated ventral to the left 
kidney and behind the origin of the small colon, to 
which it is attached by the narrow duodeno-colic 
fold; it is also attached on its opposite side by the 
narrow beginning of the great mesentery. If you 
have any trouble in finding it, use the left kidney 
as a guide, and remember that the bowel here is 
attached by two peritoneal folds. Look for the ter- 
minal part of the ileum at the medial side of the base 
of the cecum. If there are coils of small colon in 
the way, lay them up on the flank. This part of the 
bowel is usually firmly contracted in the dead sub- 
ject. It also has a peritoneal fold on each side ; 
one of these is the great mesentery ; the other, the 
ileo-crecal fold, attaches jt to the medial surface of 
the cecum. Apply two ligatures about a hand- 
breadth or more apart and sever the bowel between 
the ligatures. Pass the hand around the root of the 
great mesentery, gathering the latter together, and 
cut it. If it is the intention to slit the intestine open. 
one may vary the procedure here by cutting the 
mesentery close to the bowel instead. The small 
colon may now be spread out and examined, then 
removed, if desired. There is, however, no need of 
severing its connection with the great colon. Apply 
two ligatures on it near the rectum and sever it here. 
The spleen may now be examined and removed, or 
left to be taken out later with the stomach and liver. 
Now lay the subject on its left side. The caecum and 
the right parts of the colon are now available. The 
duodenum is seen emerging between the right dorsal 
colon and the right lobe of the liver and curving 
around behind the parietal attachment of the base 
of the cecum and the root of the great mesentery. 
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Sever its attachment, beginning at the ligated end, 
and leave it in the cavity. The next step is to detach 
the cecum and colon from the body wall. This 
requires care, and rough handling must be avoided, 
especially in severing the attachment of the right 
dorsal colon; it must be remembered that the bowel 
is easily torn or perforated where it has no serous 
covering and the muscular coat is thin. If the bowel 
is distended with gas, puncture it to facilitate the 
procedure. Draw the cecum ventrally and carefully 
cut the peritoneum along the line of reflection from 
the roof of the cavity upon the base of the caecum. 
Draw gently on the bowel and incise the areolar 
tissue in the area of adhesion to the wall. You will 
soon see the right kidney and the right part of the 
pancreas, which are to be left in situ. Continue the 
process with reference to the parietal attachment of 
the right dorsal colon. Deal gently with the bowel 
here, unless you are willing to have an unpleasant 
accident. The portal vein and the mesenteric vessels 
will be encountered and are to be cut. Frequently 
the vein is very full, and if so, it is well to defer cutting 
it until the separation of the bowel is otherwise 
practically complete. The greater omentum should 
be severed from its attachment to the terminal 
part of the great colon and the origin of the small 
colon. (It would be convenient to designate this 
part of the bowel the transverse colon; there would 
appear to be no good ground for objecting to the 
term. The cecum and colon can now be removed. 

There is no difficulty in dealing with the remaining 
viscera. The pancreas may be removed first, dis- 
secting it preferably from behind forward. It is well 
to remove the stomach, duodenum, liver, pancreas, 
and spleen together, but this would appear to be 
quite optional. With the subject on its left side, 
the right lateral and coronary ligaments of the liver 
and the posterior vena cava may be cut. The subject 
may then be placed again on its right side. Cut the 
suspensory ligament of the spleen and the left lateral 
ligament of the liver (preferably with scissors). 
Dissect the attachment of the left sac of the stomach 
from the crus of the diaphragm. A part of the 
cesophagus may be drawn back through the hiatus 
cesophagus and a ligature applied if the contents of 
the stomach are to be retained intact; then sever 
the tube. On attempting to remove the organs, it 
may be found that the coronary and falciform liga- 
ments are not completely cut. 


2. ABDOMINAL VISCERA OF THE Ox. 


In the case of the ox the procedure is radically 
different, and the proper position of the animal at 
various stages is fundamental to convenience of 
inspection and manipulation. Here the stomach 
dominates the abdominal cavity and must be removed 
first. 

After the udder or penis has been dissected from 
the wall and turned back the longitudinal incision 
is made. The subject is then placed on its left side 
and a transverse incision made from the linea alba, 
passing about a hand-breadth behind the last rib to 
the lumbar wall. The flaps may be cut otf if there 





is no reason for not doing so—such as the utilisation 
of the carcase for food. 


The duodenum (second part) is seen passing back- 
ward on the right side of the intestinal mass and 
distinct from it. Both parts of the greater omentum 
pass ventrally from it. Grasp the omentum and incise 
it parallel with the duodenum and the greater curva- 
ture of the abomasum. Now find the pylorus, which 
is usually near the ventral end of the last rib. Liga- 
ture the duodenum a little higher and sever it. Lay 
the subject on its right side and make the transverse 
incision of the wall as was done on the other side. 
The dorsal sac of the rumen and the spleen are now 
exposed. The dorsal end of the spleen is attached 
to the diaphragm ; sever this attachment, but leave 
the spleen adherent to the stomach. 

The dorsal sac of the rumen is attached to the 
abdominal wall from the hiatus cesophagus back to 
the fourth or fifth lumbar vertebra. Dissect the 
rumen from the wall, working from behind forward. 
Exert moderate traction on the rumen, and if it is 
distended sufficiently to cause inconvenience, allow 
some of the gas to escape. In dissecting forward you 
will come to the left end of the pancreas and the 
left adrenal, which should be left in situ; also the 
coeliac lymph glands. You will cut the splenic and 
left ruminal vessels. Draw part of the cesophagus 
into the abdominal cavity, apply two ligatures and 
sever the tube between them. 


The reticulum should be free from any attachment 
to the body wall if normal, but adhesions to the 
diaphragm and liver or varying extent and tenacity 
are extremely common. If any such exist, they are 
to be dissected. Usually in such cases further examina- 
tion will reveal foreign bodies in the reticulum or 
indications of their previous existence there. 

Draw the omasum away from the liver enough 
to cut the lesser omentum. Sever any remaining 
attachment of the deep part of the greater omentum, 
and remove the stomach. 

Lay the cadaver on its left side, and trace the course 
of the duodenum from the point near the pylorus 
where it was tied off and cut. Double ligature it at 
the iliac flexure and divide it here. From this point 
forward sever it from the intestinal mass, but leave 
it connected with the pancreas and liver. 

Dissect the adhesion between the pancreas and the 
coiled mass of the colon carefully and cut the mesen- 
teric vessels. Turn the subject on its right side 
again. The terminal part of the colon is seen passing 
back in the sub-lumbar region. Tie it near the pelvic 
inlet and cut it across. To the right of the colon is 
the third part of the duodenum which is running 
forward to its termination. It has already been 
cut at each end. 


The intestinal mass is now removed by cutting the 
common mesentery in the sub-lumbar region from 
behind forward. Dissect the pancreas from the 
crus of the diaphragm, etc., beginning at its left 
extremity. Leave it attached to the liver and part 


(Continued at foot of next page.) 
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ROYAL ! (DICK) COLLEGE CENTENARY. 
Celebrations in Edinburgh. 


Reprinted feten The Scotsman, 


To celebrate the centenary of the founding of 
the Edinburgh Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
which was founded by William Dick in 1823, a series 
of meetings and social functions have been held in 


Edinburgh. In the College. on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, } November 27th, the Principal of the College, 


Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, held an “ At Home,” when 
occasion was taken by Sir John M’Fadyean to 
present, in the name of Emeritus-Professor Duncan 
M’Eachran, LL.D., F.R.C.V.S., Quebec, Canada, 
a portrait of William Dick, the founder, to the College. 
In the evening, Professor Theobald Smith, Director, 
Department of Animal Pathology of the Rockefeller 
Institute for Medical Research, Princeton, New 
Jersey, delivered an address in the University on 
“Comparative Pathology: Its Biological and 
Economic Significance,” and later a rec eption by the 
Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council of the city 
was held in the City Chambers. 

Dr. O. Charnock Bradley received the guests in the 
Hall of the College, and among those present were Lord 
Provost and Mrs. Sleigh, Sir John and Lady M’Fadyean, 
Sir Stewart Stockman, Chief Veterinary Officer to 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Sir Robert Greig, Chair- 
man of the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, Major 
Baird, representing in Scotland the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, Professor J. B. Buxton, Cam- 
bridge, Professor Sir Richard Lodge, Principal A. P. 
Laurie, Professor M’Kinnon, Professor Lorrain Smith, 
Councillor Dr. T. G. Nasmyth, Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Management’ of the College, and several 
members of Edinburgh Corporation. 


(Continued from previous page.) 


of the duodenum which is left in situ for the bile 
duct and pancreatic duct. 

Dissect along the posterior vena cava as it lies 
partly embedded in the medial border of the liver, 
and cut the vessel across at the foramen ven cave. 
Cut the right or dorsal ligament of the liver, and 
carefully dissect the triangular area of adhesion of 
the liver to the diaphragm to the right of the vena 
cava. Ventral to this the coronary ligament is to be 
cut if not already severed. In separating the dorso- 
medial angle of the liver the right adrenal may remain 
in the fat in the renal impression and be taken out 
with the liver; if so, it is easily found there. To 
prevent injuring the adrenal, cut the vena cava across 
close to the liver. In young subjects the falciform 
ligament on the parietal surface of the liver is also 
to be cut; in older subjects it is often reduced or 
absent. The liver, pancreas, and connected part 
of the duodenum can now be removed together. 

The manipulation of the remaining organs is quite 
simple. It may be added that the writer regards the 
various positions of the subject here advised as 
an essential part of the method of evisceration. 
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WILLIAM Dick’s PupPILs. 


Sir Jonn M’Fapyeay, in presenting the portrait 
of William Dick, said Dr. M’Eachran, in whose name 
he had pleasure in presenting the portrait, was a 
student at the Dick College more than 50 years ago. 
(Applause.) As a matter of fact, he took his diploma 
in 1861, and soon afterwards went to Canada. In 
Montreal he founded a college. It was almost a 
habit of some of Professor Dick’s pupils to found 
colleges. (Laughter.) It was a very curious fact 
that a fellow pupil of Dr. M’Eachran also went to 


Canada Dr. Andrew Smith, and he founded a 
college at Toronto. (Applause.) It was perhaps 


still more singular that a third pupil went to the 


American continent and also founded a college 
the New York City Veterinary College. Dr. M’Each- 
ran’s College in Montreal was subsequently affiliated 


to M’Gill University, and while it was in existence 
it may be said that it had the highest reputation in 
schools of the kind in America. He was sure it would 
have been a great pleasure to Dr. M’Kachran if he 
could have been present at these centenary celebra- 
tions. It would be learned with regret that about a 
year ago he underwent a serious operation, and since 
then his health had been very precarious. In his 
letter to him Dr. M’Eachran said :- -* Please — 





my regrets for being unable to attend the great 

centenary gathering to join in doing homage to our 
friend and teacher, to whom we owed so much in our 
early professional days and since, at home and abroad. 
His daughter, Miss Mary Dick, was the students’ 
friend and adviser. With every good wish for the 
continued prosperity of the College, of the members 
of the Faculty, and members of the ( ‘ollege and pro- 
fession at home and in foreign parts ” He 
(Sir John M’Fadyean) had great pleasure in pre- 


senting the portrait. (Applause.) 
Councillor Dr. T. NasmytH, Vice-Chairman of 


the Board of Management of the College, who, in the 
unavoidable absence of Professor Hudson Beare, 
Chairman of the Board of Management, accepted 
the portrait, said he could assure them that the 
portrait would be treated with the same honour 
dignity, and respect with which the name of Professor 
Dick was held one hundred years after the founding 
of the College. (Applause.) 

A number of telegrams from Colleges in different 
parts of the world had been received. They included 


greetings from Utrecht, Holland; the Pasteur 
Institute, Paris: and the Royal College of Surgeons 


in Ireland. 


A LEeApING PATHOLOGIST. 


Principal Sir ALFRED Ewinc presided at the 
meeting held in the University, when Professor 
Theobald Smith spoke on Comparative Pathology. 
There was a large audience in the Anatomy class- 
room, and Professor Smith had a most enthusiastic 
reception. 


The CHAIRMAN, in introducing Professor Theobald 


Smith, said he did not need to tell them that Professor 





on comparative 


authority 


Smith was the leading 
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pathology. (Applause.) His investigations 
covered a wide field, but perhaps he was most familiar 
to medical students as a result of his inquiry into the 
relations of bovine and human tuberculosis—a matter 


of very particular importance as following on the | 


investigations of Koch, which had apparently shown 
that the human species might be immune or com- 
paratively immune from the bovine bacillus. Pro- 
fessor Smith had shown that this was not the case, 
and in doing so he established a principle which had 
been the guiding principle in the work of their own 
tuberculosis schools and the work of other schools 
dealing with disease. (Applause.) This lecture coin- 
cided with the celebration of the centenary of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. Indeed, he need 
scarcely tell them that Professor Smith’s appearance 
there was not an accident. (Laughter.) In asking 
Professor Theobald Smith to address them the 
University had shown direct sympathy with the 
subjects and work of the Royal (Dick) College, and 
was adding a supplementary éclat to their celebra- 
tions. (Applause.) 


MAN-MADE DISEASES. 


Professor THEOBALD SmitH, after discussing the 
more technical and scientific aspects of his subject, 
especially as it related to biology, proceeded to refer 
to its economic significance. He said many of the 
causes or accessory factors of disease among animals 
were man-made. Though he had not created the 
group of parasitic agents essential to the initiation of 
certain pathological processes, he had given them 
every possible opportunity to spread and flourish. 
The task of the pathologist was not only to point out 
man’s agency, but to find methods to counteract 
the evil consequences. It was he who must show 
how deeply disease was embedded in man’s exploita- 
tion of animal life, and find a way out without dis- 
turbing too much the exploitation which had grown 
to be a necessity. If they could not return to Nature's 
methods they must find artificial means of warding 
off Nature’s resulting antagonism. At the same 
time, the means must be as conservative as possible. 

The application of science to industry had consisted 
largely in the saving and utilisation of waste products 
and hitherto useless remnants. Animal pathblogy 
had a similar function to transform wasteful into 
conservative methods, to marshal all the results of 
scientific research to the development of simple but 
accurate methods of diagnosis, of vaccination, and of 
treatment, methods for the successful checking of 
virus in transit, that were based on the resistance of 
the specific virus to external destructive agencies, 
Just as in human medicine the disease of tuberculosis, 
typhoid, and influenza was controlled in each disease 
by a different method, so should animal pathology 
discriminate, and close only those avenues that were 
open to the specific virus. 

The problem confronting the pathologist was to 
find a practical solution that led to definite action. 
There might be several solutions of different degrees 
of practical utility, but this need not concern them 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


had | 





December 8, 1923 


now. The solution must differ from that demanded 
in human medicine. In the latter it was anything to 
save life, irrespective of the value of that life to the 
race or the community. The remedy or prevention 
for animal disease must be based on economic con- 
siderations. It must pay for itself. This condition 
rendered many discoveries made towards the saving 
or prolongation of human life inapplicable to animals. 
While the groundwork was absolutely the same 
in human and animal pathology, their paths 
diverged in application. Individual treatment must, 
in a way, be replaced by more preventive measures, 
unless such treatment could be applied with far less 
labour than any treatment usually was. The ten- 
dency was to call for a remedy that was easily applied 
and left business as usual. The impossibility of 
meeting that simple demand must be driven home 
by sound education of the future stockowner in the 
principles underlying disease. Only through educa- 
tion would genuine research bear fruit. (Applause.) 

Professor LORRAIN SMITH, in proposing a vote of 
thanks to the lecturer, said they had long been 
familiar with Professor Smith’s contribution to the 
science of bacteriology. It was a great treat to be 
able to listen to him and to witness the attitude he 
took up not only as to his past work, but also to his 
present work, and to the future problems of science. 
Bacteriology was not an old science. Compared with 
others it was a young science, but it had touched 
human life through a great many points of view. It 
had taught us how to live, how to build our houses, 
and certainly what we should eat and drink -(applause 

and how to combat disease. It was becoming one 
of the main elements in modern medicine and public 
health. (Applause.) 


RECEPTION BY EDINBURGH CORPORATION. 


Over 200 guests attended the reception given in the 
evening in the City Chambers by the Lord Provost, 
Magistrates, and Council of the city in connection 
with the centenary celebrations. The Lord Provost, 
after welcoming the guests, commented on the great 
record of the College, and wished the College every 
success in the future. 

Dr. O. C. Bradley briefly thanked the Lord Provost 
and Corporation. A musical programme under the 
direction of Mr. Albert Dobson was submitted during 
the course of the evening. 


Wednesday’s Proceedings. 


WituiAM Dick ORATION. 


In the Hall of the College, in Summerhall Square, 
at mid-day on Wednesday, a large gathering of the 
general public and of students listened to an oration 
by Sir John M’Fadyean, LL.D., in the course of 
which reference was made to the measures taken to 
cope with foot-and-mouth disease in this country. 
In the evening a reunion dinner was held in the Hall 
of the College. 

His Grace the Duke of Atholl, K.T., C.B., D.S.O., 
presided at the oration, and in addition to members 
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of the Edinburgh Town Council and of the University 
Court and Senatus, and representatives of secondary 
schools and other bodies, there were present the 
following :~-Lord Salvesen, Lord Lamington, Lord 
Forteviot, Baillie Couston, representing Lord Provost 
Sleigh; Principal Sir Alfred Ewing, Dr. Theobald 
Smith, Director of Animal Pathology at the Rocke- 
feller Institute; Professor Ellingar, Rector of the 
Copenhagen Veterinary School; Sir Stewart Stock- 
man, President, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons ; 
Sir David Wallace, Vice-President, Royal College of 
Surgeons, Edinburgh; Dr. Byrom Bramwell, repre- 
senting the Royal College of Physicians, London : 
Principal O. Charnock Bradley. Principal of the 
College; General Sir Walter Braithwaite, K.C.B., 
General Officer, ( ‘ommanding-in-Chief, Scottish Com- 
mand: General Dunlop Smith, Director-General, 
Army Veterinary Service; Professor Whitehouse, 
Principal, Glasgow Veterinary College; Sir Robert 
Greig, Chairman of the Board of “Agriculture for 
Scotland: Sir Francis Floud, Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries; Principal 
Craig, representing the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction, Ireland; and the Rev. 
Donald M’Millan, Chairman of the Edinburgh Educa- 
tion Authority. 

The Duke or ATHOLL, in his opening remarks, said 
that it was a great relief to come into the calm atmo- 
sphere of the College after a week of political hustings. 
It was not to be wondered that they had a great 
veterinary college in Edinburgh, for it was well 
known how long Edinburgh had been a great seat of 
learning. In the middle of the eighteenth century 
Edinburgh was reported to be the most celebrated 
University in Europe, while the chief industry of its 
inhabitants was said.to be that of education. He 
was not quite sure whether he was entirely justified 
in using that as an advertisement to-day, in view of 
some of the questions he had been asked lately- 
(laughter)—but there was one thing quite certain 
they had no veterinary institute which was so entirely 
popular in the country to which it belonged. It was 
no wonder that the teaching of medicine naturally 
came in at the top of their education, and it was just 
a consequential step from farriery to veterinary 
science. But they owed it more especially in Edin- 
burgh to the effort of a very good Scot, and a typical 
one- -William Dick. If it had not been for his pluck 
and endurance, and the fact that he could see beyond 
the horizon, it was very doubtful whether they would 
have had a College in Edinburgh for the training 
of veterinary surgeons. (Applause.) 

The Duke of Atholl then introduced Sir John 
M’Fadyean who, he said, was their most distin- 
vuished graduate. He was Dean and Principal of 
the London College. 


Str JoHn M’FapyEAn’s ORATION. 


Sir Joun M’Fapyeav, in the course of his oration, 
said that in a certain sense the science which was 
concerned with the disease of the domesticated 
animals was quite modern, and took them no further 
back than the middle of the eighteenth century, 
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when the first veterinary college was founded at 
Lyons. In 1791 a school was founded in London. 
William Dick became a pupil at that London Veterin- 
ary College in 1817, when he was twenty-six years 
of age. He had an ambition to become a teacher 
and found a school in his native city. That ambition 
was realised five vears later, when he founded the 
College. 


Only those well acquainted with the literature 
relating to the diseases of the domesticated animals 
at the end of the eighteenth century, said Sir John 
M’Fadyean. could form even an approximate idea 
of the advance in veterinary science and_ practice 
which had since been made in this country. Save in 
remote and uncultivated parts, the owner of any 
diseased animal could readily obtain the services’ of 
a veterinary surgeon, whose knowledge with regard 
to diagnosis. treatment, and prevention was encyclo- 
peedic when compared with that of his prototype a 
hundred years ago. What the profession had saved 
the nation in the treatment of the ordinary ailments 

and accidents of farm animals could not be estimated 
with any pretence to accuracy, but no one would 
dispute that it had been immense, and it was just 
as little open to doubt that by more scientific and 
humane methods of treatment veterinary surgeons 
had greatly lessened the suffering which disease 
tended to cause. 


Sir John M’Fadyean said that in diminishing 
the losses, which contagious and infectious diseases 
inflicted when unchecked, the United Kingdom had 
a record that was second to none. In view, however, 
of the numerous outbreaks that had occurred in 
England in recent years, some people might be 
pardoned for thinking that foot-and-mouth disease 
was a subject that ought to be avoided by anyone 
claiming credit to the veterinary profession for 
success in dealing with animal plagues, but no one 
well acquainted with the facts would make such 
a suggestion. In the present state of knowledge 
the veterinary profession could not be held guilty 
of incapacity because the virus of the disease, in 
some obscure and indirect manner, at intervals 
found its way into this ‘country from abroad, in 
spite of the fact that live cattle or other animals 
susceptible to the infection could not be landed here 
from any country in which the disease was known 
to exist. On the other hand, the veterinary pro- 
fession, and especially the veterinary ‘officers of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, could not altogether expect 
to-escape criticism when efforts to prevent the spread 
of the disease from centres of infection within the 
country appeared to fail, but such criticism should 
not be made without previous consideration of the 
immense difficulty of dealing with the disease. Stock 
owners in Scotland might, at least, be thankful that 
they had not been farming on the Continent of 
Europe during the last four years, and they ought 
to be ready to admit that they owed their comparative 
immunity from the disease during the last thirty 
years to the vigilance and efficiency of the profession 


in England. 
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It had been maintained that the losses which 
contagious diseases, and especially glanders, caused 
among Army horses during the wars of the eighteenth 
century provided one of the motives for founding 
veterinary colleges, and the more recent and greatest 
of all wars might be said to have been an acid test 
of the present efficiency of the veterinary profession 
in this country. The losses from glanders in the 
British Army from 1914 to 1918 were almost negligible 
in comparison with those experienced in recent great 
wars, and smaller than in the armies of any of the 
other combatants. (Applause.) 


A CONCERN OF THE STATE. 


In nearly every other civilised country the pro- 
gress of veterinary science had been viewed as a 
concern of the State, and the veterinary colleges in 
them had been built, equipped, and maintained by 
generous grants from Government sources. In France 
and Germany the maintenance grants for a single 
year before the war exceeded the total amount 
given by successive Governments of this country 
for veterinary education during the last 120 years. 
The indifference to the progress of veterinary science 
shown by successive Governments in the United 
Kingdom was difficult to explain, but it was a curious 
fact that the other great Anglo-Saxon nation was, 
until lately, equally neglectful. The greatest progress 
regarding animal diseases had been made in the last 
50 years, during which period veterinary pathology 
had, so to speak, commenced to stand on its own 
legs. The notion that it would be possible to create 
a class of men with an intimate knowledge of both 
human and veterinary pathology was a fantastic 
one, and it could hardly have occurred to anyone 
who had made himself master of either. If the 
contention were that it would be better if veterinary 
surgeons knew more about human pathology and 
doctors knew more about animal diseases, no one 
would deny its desirability in the abstract, but, 
while human life remained at its present span, the 
necessary extension of either the medical or the 
veterinary curriculum was not likely to take place. 

The object which William Dick set before himself 
a hundred years ago, and which continued to animate 
him during his life, was to provide Scotland with 
veterinary surgeons educated up to the highest 
standards then possible, and in that he had prac- 
tically succeeded before he died. He spent an amount 
which even in these days would be reckoned a con- 
siderable fortune in providing the buildings and 
equipment necessary for teaching, and at his death 
he lett his estate in trust for the continuance of the 
work of which he had laid the foundation. (Applause.) 
He was a man of great ability, with keen powers of 
observation, reasoning, and expression. The pro- 
gress of veterinary science in this country would 
largely depend on whether it was at last considered 
worthy of the national support which it had from 
the outset received in other civilised countries. But, 
next to that, and perhaps even before that, it would 
depend on the number of those who, like William 
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Dick, would enter the profession fully determined 
that, as far as in them lay, they would leave it better 
than they found it. (Loud applause.) 

On the motion of Principal Sir ALFRED EwIne, a 
vote of thanks was accorded Sir John M’Fadyean. 
Sir John M’Fadyean, said Sir Alfred Ewing, took 
his degree in science and medicine at Edinburgh 
University. The University and the Royal (Dick) 
College carried on work together in a spirit of the 
most perfect harmony. The College was going 
strong. and was likely to go strong. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was passed on 
the motion of Principal Braptey. In his reply, 
the Duke of Atholl said that the medical and veterin- 
ary professions had helped Britain to win her wars, 
perhaps more than the executive officers in other 
branches. 


Reunion Dinner. 


TRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDER. 


Lord Forteviot presided at the reunion dinner 
held in the hall of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Edinburgh, in the evening. About a hundred guests 
and members of the College were present. 

In proposing the toast of “The Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College,” Lord Provost SLEIGH said that 
the foundation of the College and its subsequent 
career, formed one of the most romantic chapters 
in the history of the city and of veterinary science. 
They had in it a College formed exclusively through 
the unaided efforts of one man—Professor William 
Dick. William Dick was born in the year 1793, and, 
after obtaining the diploma of veterinary surgeon 
from the London Veterinary College in 1818, he was 
appointed Lecturer in 1823 by the Highland Society 
at Edinburgh, the name of the Society being after- 
wards changed to the Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland. Under the patronage of that 
Society, he began his lectures on the diseases of horses 
at 15 Clyde Street, furnished with a forge and other 
appliances for the practical instruction of country 
farriers. The school, which thus came into being, 
was known for many years as the Highland Society 
Veterinary School. In 1833 new buildings were 
opened, the entire cost of which was borne by Mr. 
Dick himself, and, as a sign of the progress made, 
the titles of ‘‘ College”? and “ Professor’’ were, in 
1839, conferred upon the School and Lecturer. In 
1844 the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons came 
into being by Royal Charter. Professor Dick con- 
tinued his exertions for the promotion of veterinary 
science until his death in 1866, when he left the whole 
of his estate in trust, the revenue to be applied towards 
maintaining the efficiency of the College he had 
founded. The building of the new premises com- 
menced in November, 1913, and by April, 1916, all 
the classes from Clyde Street had been transferred 
to the new College. From the beginning veterinary 
students were admitted to medical and surgical 
classes at the University. The College, said the Lord 
Provost, was destined to a further era of prosperity 
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under its present Principal, and they wished for it 
increased usefulness and an even wider degree of 
influence than it had enjoyed in the past. (Applause.) 

Principal BrapLEy, who replied, said that the 
occasion was one not unfraught with danger. for 
they were rather apt to fall into the grand mistake 
of imagining that all the College had done had been 
done by the College itself, unaided. They must 
remember, however, that they owed unspeakable 
gratitude to quite a number of bodies in Edinburgh. 

The toast of “The Guests” was proposed by 
Professor T. Hupson Beare. who said that they 
welcomed, in Sir Stewart Stockman, one of the 
guests, the official head of the veterinary profession 
in Great Britain. During the past few months, 
owing to repeated outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease among their stocks, his work had been no 
sinecure. 

The toast was replied to by Professor THEOBALD 
SMITH, who gave an account of the Rockefeller 
Institute, and by Professor ELLincar, of Copen- 
hagen. The toast of “ The Chairman” was pro- 
posed by Sir Robert Greic, Chairman of the Board 
of Agriculture for Scotland. 


Bazaar Opened by Earl Haig. 


With the-object of instituting a post-graduate Fellowship 
as a permanent memorial of the College, a three days’ 
bazaar was opened on Thursday afternoon in the Music 
Hall, Edinburgh. A sum of £10,000 was required. The 
ceremony was performed by Earl Haig, K.T., G.C.B., 
who was introduced by the Chairman, Lord Provost 
Sleigh. 

Earl Haic said that they were taking part in a function 
of much more than loéal importance, and the occasion 
gave him an opportunity to say a word of thanks to a 
profession which, during the war, rendered a very notable 
service to the Army he then commanded. The history 
of the College was a story of steady and successful develop- 
ment. It was in the true spirit of its founder that the 
College had grown ever since his day, and it was surely in 
the same spirit of loyal and efficient service to the com- 
munity that the decision had been taken to celebrate 
the centenary by founding a post-graduate Fellowship. 
The institution of such a Fellowship afforded remarkable 
testimony to the increase that had taken place of late 
years in the knowledge and study of veterinary science, 
and to the vastly more important part which veterinary 
science played to-day in the general life of the community. 
Upon the proper knowledge and application of it depended 
not only the prosperity of vital interests, but, in large 
measure, the health and well-being of all classes of the 
nation. The more the science was studied and under- 
stood, the wider and more influential was found to be its 
bearing upon the whole fabric of modern civilisation. 
Not that there was not still room for improvement in the 
popular outlook upon matters connected with health 
and sanitation, but the rudiments of the bearing of animal 
sanitation and disease upon human health were becoming 
common property. Straws showed the way the wind 
was blowing, and it was not for nothing that in these 
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post-war days men commonly talked not of going to 
consult a doctor, but of going to be “ vetted.” 


BrITISH HORSEMANSHIP. 


No doubt the war had something to do with the increased 
popularity of veterinary terminology. Certainly it brought 
a large part of the population into closer contact with 
things within the range of veterinary study than would 
otherwise have fallen to their lot. In particular, it gave 
new life to that love of horses and horsemanship which 
for centuries had been ingrained in the character of 
British peoples, though, prior to the war, for a great part 
of our urban population it had found almost its only 
outlet in attempts to “spot the winner.” (Laughter.) 
The war brought into daily contact with horses many 
thousands of young men who had no previous experience 
of them, and no knowledge of their care and management. 
The result was to throw an enormous responsibility and 
an immense amount of work upon members of the veterin- 
ary profession, both military and civil. The Army and 
the nation owed a great deal to their devoted service. As 
the Army grew, so did the Veterinary Corps, and so did 
the work it had to do. The original Expeditionary Force 
started with well under 1,000 officers and men of all grades. 
They had six veterinary hospitals, with accommodation 
for a total of 1,500 “ patients.”” The Corps ended the 
war with 765 officers and between 16,000 and 17,000 
other ranks. They had twenty veterinary hospitals, 
providing accommodation for nearly 40,000 horses. Other 
departments grew or were freshly created in proportion. 
Put in another way, the Expeditionary Force started 
with 53,000 animals, and, in the course of the war, this 
total grew to a maximum of 475,000. 

Figures like those helped them to form some idea of 
the magnitude of the task which fell upon the members 
of the Veterinary Corps in France. They did not, however, 
represent anything like the whole of the work which, 
during the war, was carried on by members of the 
profession. Disease was reduced to a minimum. Our 
skin disease statistics were the envy of our Allies. Glanders, 
that scourge of the armie: of other wars, was banished 
altogether. 

Foot-and-mouth disease was raging in the territory 
in Belgium occupied by our Allies, and they asked for 
the help of our veterinarf officers. Gradually they 
stamped out foot-and-mouth disease, and—what was much 
more important—-they prevented the disease coming to 
England. (Applause.) 


CoLLEGE’S War CONTRIBUTION. 


It seemed to him a fitting occasion for him to express, 
for himself and the old Army in France, their deep sense 
of gratitude for the splendid work which General Moore, 
who saw the war through from start to finish, as Director 
of Veterinary Services, and his officers and men performed 
in helping on the common cause to victory. He wished 
to express sincere thanks also to institutions like the 
Royal (Dick) College, as well as to the Officers’ Training 
Corps veterinary contingents, among them the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College Contingent, which tor two years 
was under his own command at Aldersh6dt, before the 
war. By patient and thorough work, they furnished the 
material out of which the Veterinary Corps in France and 
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other theatres was successfully expanded and built up. 
(Applause.) By the end of the war the general standard 
of animal management in the British Army in France 
compared more than favourably with that of any other 
Army in the field. It would not be easy to exaggerate 
the value of that fact to the efficiency of the Army as a 
whole. Whatever might be the future wars, 
horseflesh counted for much in the Great War, even in 


case in 


the days of trench warfare, and still more when the great 


advance began. The general efficiency of our horse 
transport and mounted services was remarkable, and the 
greatest credit was due to all who took part in promoting 
it. The Royal (Dick) 


largely to this favourable result, both by the experienced 


Veterinary College contributed 


men it sent and the knowledge its members had accumu- 
lated in pre-war days. It was a great work that they were 
carrying on, powerful for good, no less in war than in 
peace. (Applause.) 

On the motion of Principal Charnock Bradley, a vote 
of thanks was passed to Earl Haig. <A vote of thanks was 
accorded the Chairman, on the motion of Mr. P. J. Ford. 

During the day the students of the College advertised 
the bazaar and Fellowship Fund by means of a street 
A feature of the effort 
carried on the backs of students, and accompanied by 


procession. was a “ dinosaur,” 
riders in fancy dress. 

The drawings of the bazaar for the day, exclusive of 
subscriptions to the general fund, amounted to £1,345. 


UnstER SrTatt BALLOT. 
The following is the list of prize-winners of the ballot 
organised by J. Ewing Johnston, M.R.C.V.S., in aid ot the 


above stall :— 


lst Prizo. .. \ J. White, Mount Pleasant, Castle 
Donnington, Derby. 

2nd sg, .....-Mrs. Fitton, Island, Petersitield, Hants. 

3rd - .....Mrs. Bethune, Schoolhouse, Moonzie, 
3y Cupar, Fife. 

a ee J. H. Finlay, 34 Ann Street, Belfast. 

5th igs» Naetceene Sir Robert H. H. Baird, J.P..D.L..1K.B.E., 
Royal Avenue, Belfast. 

os «w~« sae Tom Brown, Westfields, Tenbury, Wores. 

7th ...-.. Mrs. M’Mordie, O.B.E., M.P., J.P., Cabin 
Hill, Knock, Belfast. 

Sth ae thea H. Andrew, M.R.C.V.S., Montague 
Street, London, 8.E.1. 

9th ......Mrs. Hutchinson, Oranmore, Craigavad. 

a a John Brown, F.R.C.V.S., Invergordon. 

. ieee P. White, Gaunts Common, Wimborne, 
Dorset. 

DSthh uy tte Lady Clark, Dunlambert, Belfast. 


The above prizes were drawn by the Lady Mayoress of 
Belfast, at ‘‘ The Dansant,”’ held in the Carlton Restaurant, 
Belfast, on the 2lst November, 1923, by Lady Coates, 
in aid of the above stall. 


Richmond*Royal Horse Show is to be held next year 
on June l2th, 13th, and !4th Important alterations 
in the programme and additional attractions are under 
consideration. 
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CLEAN MILK. 


The recent Conference at the Guildhall, held under 
the auspices of the National Clean Milk Society to 
discuss the question of the pasteurisation of milk, 
appears to us to have been a step taken in the wrong 
direction. While the papers presented were good, 
and while the subject was ably ventilated in the 
ensuing discussions, nevertheless the fact seems to 
have been lost sight of, that if proper legislation were 
imposed governing the production and distribution 
of pure, clean milk then the need for pasteurisation 
would not arise. At the best this process is designed 
in order that a dirty and infected primary article of 
food may ke so sterilised, or at least so improved in 
its keeping qualities, that it may be sold to the public 
without causing ill-effects, and especially without 
conveying tuberculosis, At the present time milk 
is one of the dirtiest foods consumed, the legislature 
apparently placing more importance upon the amount 
of butter-fat present than upon the absence of the 
germs of disease. We have nothing to say against 
the effectiveness of pasteurisation as a suitable means 
of dealing with dirty 1ailk, but we must again protest 
that if milk production were carried out under proper 
conditions, under proper veterinary supervision, the 
need for pasteurisation would not exist: we should 
have clean, wholesome milk, free from disease and 
dirt, and of good keeping quality, without having 
recourse to any such process. The first step towards 
a clean milk supply is the re-introduction of the 
Tuberculosis Order, and this step has been and is 
being repeatedly urged by the Veterinary Profession. 
Not only would this open the way towards a clean 
milk supply, but it would render the Orders under 
the Milk and Dairies Acts feasible and of some use, 
whereas at the present time they are futile for the 
purpose they are framed to serve; and from the 
paucity of producers of graded milk they have 
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evidently been found almost unworkable by the 
majority of dairymen. 

We think the National Clean Milk Society would 
be better advised to concentrate upon obtaining a 
clean milk at the source—that is, at the farms, from 
clean, healthy stock, kept in proper hygienic sur- 
roundings. In doing this they will bring more 
benefit to the public than by helping the milk and 
dairy traders to continue to deal in a dirty article 
by means of a process which merely makes a con- 
taminated article innocuous. 

The Veterinary Profession must continue its 
propaganda and take every opportunity to instruct 
the public, the Municipal and County Councils, and 
even the Government, that the supply of pure milk 
is not only possible, but with it the eradication of 
tuberculosis from our herds and the consequent 
saving of infant mortality. The profession is quite 
capable of undertaking this work with success, and 
will do so so soon as public opinion has been roused 
to the necessity of spending the necessary money 
and making proper use of its veterinary service. 


Royal (Dick) Centenary Celebrations. 





The Centenary Celebrations of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, which took place in Edinburgh 
last week, are now a thing of the past, but they have 
served to put on pernranent record the magnificent 
services rendered to the community by such pioneers 
as William Dick, and to create a new enthusiasm for 
the cause of Veterinary Science. On November 27th, 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley held a reception at the 
College, and Sir John M’Fadyean presented, in the 
name of Emeritus-Professor Duncan McKachran 
(one of several of Dick’s students who went out to 
found other colleges), a fine oil painting of William 
Dick. There is thus being created at Summerhall 
an atmosphere of hero-worship which is bound to 
be fruitful in honest emulation. The Address at the 
University, by Dr. Theobald Smith, of the Rocke- 
feller Institute, Princeton, U.S.A., on Some Aspects 
of Comparative Pathology, was a most excellent and 
learned description of the advances made in this 
subject during the past 40 years. It is to be hoped 
that some means will be found to have this address 
printed and published in connection with the record 
of the Centenary. In the evening of the same day 
the Lord Provost, Magistrates and Council of the 
city held a Reception in the City Chambers, and 
the Lord Provost in his excellent address of welcome 
again showed with what appreciation the example 
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of Dick’s industry, foresight and generosity is 
treasured in the annals of the city. 

Perhaps the most important of all the functions 
was that on Wednesday, the 28th, when before a 
crowded and appreciative audience Sir John M’ Fadyean 
delivered, under the chairmanship of the Duke 
of Atholl, the Wittiam Dick Oration. This was an 
achievement which no one else could have done so 
well, Sir John, claimed by the Chairman as_ being 
the most illustrious alumnus of the Dick College. 
covered the whole history of Veterinary Science, 
and showed in what manner and to what extent 
William Dick contributed to building up the edifice, 
incomplete though it still is. Here again it is ear- 
nestly to be hoped that the oration will be made 
available for the information of those who could not 
attend the Celebrations. It was pleasing to hear the 
Principal of the University, Sir Altred Ewing, in 
proposing a vote of thanks, give such sincere expres- 
sion to the cordial relationship which exists between 
the University and the Dick College. 

The Reunion Dinner, held in the Surgeons’ Hall, 
under the Presidency of Lord Forteviot, brought 
together a large number of eminent men, and was 
remarkable for the high quality of the speeches by 
the Lord Provost. Dr. Bradley, Professor Hudson 


Beare, Professor Theobald Smith and _ Professor 


Ellingar, of Copenhagen. 

The Bazaar, which occupied the three following 
days, we are pleased to report, realised £4,000, and 
Lord Forteviot has expressed his practical sympathy 
with the aspirations of the committee hy sending the 
splendid donation of £1,000. That this is leading 
many others to follow his footsteps is proved by the 
fact that a further £2,000 has been received from 
various donors. 








‘? 
A CORRECTION. 


Mr. O. Trevor Williams writes to point out that, in his 
recently-published paper, ‘ Technique of Single Tubing 
by the Nasal Route,” it is erroneously stated that * The 
new purchaser should ask for a 12in. tube instead of one of 
10 inches.” This should read respectively ‘12 feet ” 
and * 10 feet,’’ a LOft, tube being too short for a big cart 
horse. 

In catching a sheep there is a right way to hold the 
strongest ram, and a wrong one; the wrong one may let 
him go and will cause a bruise that takes two months to 
heal. Wise shepherds know that the skin is only lightly 
attached to the flesh, and that holding by the wool tears 
this tender skin loose from the flesh even farther than 
the hand’s grip; the resulting bruise not only is painful 
to the sheep, but damages the carcase for market until 


it heals. 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


The Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reporte of interesting cases. 





The Removal of Fibromata from the Sheath of a Horse. 
By Captain Giryn Lioyp, R.A.V.C. 


Subject..-Brown gelding, Army No, 67777, belong- 
ing to the Equitation School, Weedon. 

The gelding was brought to the sick lines on Octo- 
ber 12th and, on manipulation, a large tumour was 
found at the mouth of the sheath. 

It was decided to operate, and on October 13th 
the gelding was cast and chloroformed and placed on 
his back as for castration. 

One ounce of chloroform was administered, pro- 
ducing complete anesthesia. The sheath was irri- 
gated with a weak solution of lysol and with difficulty 
the hand was introduced into it. During this exami- 
nation a large number of small and large tumours 
were encountered. 

The large tumour at the mouth of the sheath was 
enucleated, an elliptical incision on top of the tumour 
effecting this. The removal of this tumour facilitated 
the eversion of the sheath and this was now revealed 
to be covered with a large number of submucous 
tumours, 

The penis was found at the end of the sheath and 
it was obvious that it had not been protruded for a 
considerable time. 

Several of these tumours were in an ulcerated con- 
dition, undoubtedly caused by urine irritating the 
tumours, 

After enucleating a number and dissecting away 
some that were soft and jelly-like, it was possible to 
withdraw the penis. 

The tumours varied in size from a hen’s egg to a 
thrush’s egg. The complete withdrawal of the penis 
revealed the submucosa of the sheath to be covered 
with small tumours. 

An assistant was employed to hold the penis and 
all these tumours were severally removed. In all, 
eighteen tumours were removed, varying in weight 
from 4 ounces to $ ounce. 

The fibromata, on section, were found to contain 
white fibrous tissue enclosing a varying amount of 
a straw-coloured viscous fluid, the amount of which 
varied according to the hardness of the fibroma. It 
was apparent that, as the fibroma increased in age, 
the fluid decreased and was replaced by white fibrous 
tissue. Comparatively little hemorrhage was encoun- 
tered. The penis was released and the sheath irri- 
gated with carbolised oil. 

Subsequent treatment consisted in irrigation with 
carbolised oil. The swelling disappeared in four 
days and in seven days the penis was protruded 
during urination. 

On October 29th the horse was discharged from 
hospital and the whole of the inside of the sheath 
presented a normal, healthy appearance. 





The remarkable fact regarding this case is that the 
horse, in spite of the pain and irritation caused by 
the presence of these tumours and that the penis 
was imprisoned in the sheath for a very considerable 
period, still kept in excellent condition, and the only 
symptom of the condition appreciated by the groom 
was that the horse would not allow him to wash out 
the sheath. 

The other fact of interest is the rapidity of healing 
in a situation where cleanliness is difficult to main- 
tain. 


Eclampsia in a Mare Inflation of the Udder. 
By F. T. Harvey, F.R.C.V.S., St. Columb. 


In your issue of June 19th last, I described a case 
of the above and it may be of some interest to give 
a further clinical record. On July 31st, 1923. a 
small, well-bred mare, seven years old, with a twelve 
weeks’ foal at foot, strayed from an open moor and 
was put into a “ pound,” where both were kept for 
twenty-four hours. When released the owner soon 
saw that something was wrong with the mare. There 
was excitement, exaggerated movement of all the 
limbs (stringhalt) and profuse sweating ; she reached 
her stable in great distress. 

July \st,2a.m. There was severe trismus and the 
masseters were [ibrillating, eyelids closed, heavy 
sweating, and spasm of the diaphragm, the latter 
contracting rhythmically, 50 to the minute, and 
shaking the whole body. Alternating groups of 
muscles were exhibiting severe clonic spasm. The 
mare had great difficulty in maintaining the standing 
position and men were supporting her with sacks. 

Treatment. Calomel, 51, on tongue; chloral, 31. 
per rectum. Inflation of the udder as in milk fever 
in cows. There was a gradual improvement in her 
condition up to 9 a.m., when a change for the worse 
occurred, 


11 am. The mare was drowsy, the breathing 
stertorous. Temperature 108-5° F. The diaphragm 


was still contracting rhythmically, but the thud was 
less audible. The spasm had disappeared from the 
muscles supplied by the 5th nerve, but now all those 
supplied by the 7th pair were fibrillating and strongly 
contracting, giving the mare a most peculiar appear- 
ance. Support was necessary to enable her to keep 
her legs, and the owner had been expecting her death 
ior two hours. A blazing sun and an iron roof, 
together with the heat lost by the mare, had made 
the box like a furnace. With the help of several 
men the patient was pushed or carried to a cool open 
shed, cold water applied to the poll and neck, and 
cold swabs over the body generally. The udder was 
again inflated. The temperature fell promptly and 
the snoring became markedly less. At 9 p.m. the 
mare seemed quite well, all spasm had disappeared ; 
she was feeding and calling for her foal. No relapse 
occurred, This mare had lived under conditions 
identical with those of the case recorded in June. 
(Continued at foot of next page, first column.) 
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R.A.V.C. Old Comrades’ Association. 


THIRD ANNUAL ‘Re- UNION DINNER. 

As an earnest of esprit ie corps it is of significance 
that, with the yearly approximation to pre-war 
strength of the R.A.V.C., the Old Comrades’ Associa- 
tion Annual Re-union Dinner affords recurrent proot 
of an expanding post-war comradeship. The func- 
tion was, moreover, made to serve the vital purpose 
of mutual aid implied in the term comradeship in 
that everyone present had in mind those who, having 
shared with them the fortunes of war, are now only 
too well qualified to refer to the misfortunes of 
peace. 

The growth of the Association was reflected in the 
increased attendance upon this, the third occasion 
of the kind, which was held in the spacious pillar hall 
of Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, on Friday, Novem- 
ber 23rd. This welcome increase of members did 
much to neutralise the impression of civil life separa- 
tion from former colleagues which inevitably intrudes 
increasingly upon each succeeding re-union. 

Conviviality was the note struck at the outset by 
the meeting of such a multitude of old friends 
there must have been nearly 200 past and present 
members of the R.A.V.C. present- and this was main- 
tained throughout the brisk, jolly function, which 
was a model of what such occasions should be. ‘The 
dinner was good, the efforts of Mr. Louis Osborne's 
orchestra of ex-R.A.V.C. men to render conversation 
thereat impossible were both spiritedly futile and 
thoroughly enjoyed, and the toast list was one unsur- 
passable in its unobtrusive essentiality. The Presi- 
dent was responsible for both the items- “* The 
King” and “The. Association’ upon it, but 
these were not allowed to divide between them 
all the enthusiasm of the evening in their honouring, 
for a generous share was accorded Major Hobday’s 
unofficial toast, “‘ The Colonel Commandant.” 

This most popular officer, Major-General Sir L. J. 
Blenkinsop, K.C.B., C.B., D.8.0., presided, and the 
following were also present: Major-General W. 
Dunlop Smith, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., Director-General 
Army Veterinary Service; Colonel G. M. Williams, 
C.M.G., A.V.S.; Colonel F. W. Hunt, C.B., C.M.G., 
C.B.E.; Colonel F. W. Wilson, C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S. ; 
Bt.-Colonel Todd, C.B.E., D.S.0.; Colonel W. 
Walters, C.B.; Colonel K. McL. McKenzie, D.S.O. 
Lt.-Colonel R. C. Cochrane, C.B.E., F.R.C.V.S. ; 





(Continued from previous page.) 

A hope was expressed at that time for an account 
of similar cases from other parts, but there has been 
no response. A case, possibly of this nature, however, 
is mentioned in the Record of November 17th by Mr. 
MacCann, of Tullamore, under the heading of ** Light- 
ning Shock.” In this latter case it is definitely 
stated that there was no shooting of the membrana 
nictitans across the eye as in tetanus. This point 
has been discussed in previous Records—May 28th, 
and July 30th, 1921. 
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Lt.-Colonel A. J. Williams, D.8.0O., F.R.C.V.S. ; 
Lt.-Colonel A. E. Clarke; Bt.-Lt.-Colonel W. A. 
Jelbart, R.A.V.C.; Bt.-Lt.-Colonel J. J. B. Tapley, 
D.S.O., R.A.V.C.;  Bt.-Lt.-Colonel E. P. Argyle, 
D.S.0.: Lt.-Colonel J. Macarthur, O.B.E.; Major 
J. R. Stevenson, D.S$.0., R.A.V.C.; Major H. E. 
Gibbs, D.8.0., R.A.V.C.: Major A. Leaning, D.S.O., 
R.A.V.C.; Major F. G. T. Hobday, C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S. ; 
Major P. W. Dayer-Smith, O.B.E.: Major T. E. 
Campey, M.B.E.; Messrs. C. V. Dalryvmple-Hay, 
Livesey, Pickering, Clande Sisby, and numerous other 
guests, including representatives of the Veterinary 
Journal, the Veterinary Record and Our Dogs (whose 
Sub-Editor served in the R.A.V.C. in France and 
Italy). 


Major-General BLENKINSOP, in proposing the toast 
of the R.A.V.C. Old Comrades’ Association, said that 
those who had been present at the Annual Meeting 
of the Association, which had preceded that gathering, 
had heard that the organisation was a wonderfully 
successful one and had had a great year and made 
great progress. (Cheers.) They had got a large 
number of members and it was all in their favour 
to get as many members as possible. If only every 
one in that room would set to work to rope in every 
R.A.V.C. comrade, it would help tremendously. 
A few enthusiasts could not run such an organisation 
as that and it was up to them to help. They had 
tried to do their best. (Cheers.) The first years, 
when they were so weakly, they thought it might 
collapse, but, thanks to the support they obtained 
from some very enthusiastic people, the Association 
had gone on well. They had an excellent Secretary 
and Treasurer, and Major Hobday had come along 
and helped them whole-heartedly. They had also 
to thank Major Dayer-Smith for forming the strongest 
branch they could boast. (Hear, hear.) He hoped 
next year there might be several more fellows there 
whom he might be able to thank. (Laughter.) They 
had heard that evening that they were affiliated with 
the British Legion. That would be a great advantage 
to that Association. the British Legion was a very 
strong association of ex-soldiers and what it took up 
it generally carried throiwtgh. It was asking for a 
large sum and that was a bad time at which to do it. 
But never had effort been more thoroughly justified 
and they had done their best to help the man who 
was out of employment. That had been the largest 
gathering they had ever had, but he hoped next year 
it would even be better, and that they would be 
unable to get into even that large room. He trusted 
that they ‘would not only try to get new members, 
but to help those who really wanted assistance. 
Those men, as was usual with the most deserving, 
were often the most backward in asking for aid. It 
was going to be a very hard winter for the unemployed, 
and it was the duty of all those present to extend a 
helping hand to everyone whom they possibly could 
manage to relieve in distress, They had not the money 
to help in a large way, but a little given at the right 
time was even more valuable than large amounts 
viven later on, 
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The toast having been honoured with enthusiasm, 
Major F. T. G. Hoppay rose and, addressing the 
Chair, said: “ We cannot allow the evening to close 
without one more toast-—that is the toast of our 
Colonel Commandant, Sir L. J. Blenkinsop. We all 
realise how deeply indebted we are to the Chairman 
for his interest in, and the work he has accomplished 
for the Association. It needs no further words of 
mine to commend it to you and I ask you to fill your 
glasses and drink to the Colonel Commandant of the 
R.A.V.C. Association and the final success of the 
organisation for which he has done so much.” The 
toast was drunk with immense enthusiasm, musical 
honours also being accorded. 

The Colonel Commandant, in reply, thanked the 
company very much indeed for the kindly way in 
which they had accepted that toast. It was, of 
course, difficult for him to say anything in favour 
of them all (laughter), but he was proud to think that 
during the trying period of demobilisation they were, 
perhaps, the one Corps that could claim that they 
never had any regrettable incidents. (Cheers.) That 
showed true comradeship because only if they had 
real good feeling right through the Corps could they 
have a reputation like that. It was gatherings such 
as that which enabled them to maintain and foster 
that spirit amongst them, the spirit which had kept 
the flag flying and which had enabled them to win 
through with one of the finest reputations that any 
Corps ever had, and that was one of the finest things 
that could be said about the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps. He appealed to all those who had served in 
the Corps to join the Association (the subscription 
was only ls. per year) and thereby to increase their 





influence for good, (Cheers.) 

The menu card cartoon was the work of Sergeant 
O'Reilly, a talented ex-member of the Corps, who 
turned to good account for the occasion the War 
Office statement that in future the artillery will be 
mechanically propelled. 

The Association is very anxious to secure new 
members, and now that the annual subscription is 
only one shilling, it is hoped that a great number 
will join. 

Subscriptions should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, 


c/o R.A.V.C. Record’s Office, Woolwich. 
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PERSONAL. 

Marriage-—At St. Nicholas Church, King’s Lynn, 
Norfolk, by the Rev. A. Kewley, M.A., David S. Jack, 
M.R.C.V.8., to Doris Mary, daughter of the late Wallace 
and Mrs. Bruce, of Newton Hall, Walpole St. Peters. 

Marriage.—On the 22nd November, at St. John’s 
Church, Norwood, Major Robin Catmur, M.R.C.V.8., to 
Ethel Margaret, daughter of Mrs. Timmins, of Abingdon, 
Berks. 


Mr. Horace L. Roberts, F.R.C.V.S., of Lpswich, hes 
declined an invitation to be Labour candidate for the 
Sudbury Division, and he has also declined an invitation 
from Portsmouth North, 








Divisional Reports. 


Royal Counties Division. 


Mr. J. F. MAcpDONALD’s SPECIMENS. 





The attendance at a meeting of the Royal Counties 
Division of the N.V.M.A., which was held on the 
afternoon of Friday, November 30th, at the R.C.V.S., 
LO Red Lion Square, W.C., was adversely affected 
by defections in favour of the Edinburgh Centenary 
celebrations, but the occasion resolved itself into a 
thoroughly useful gathering, at which interesting 
points both of policy and practice were discussed. 

The President, Mr. J. R. Baxter occupied the 
Chair, and there were also present Professor J. B. 
Buxton, J. C. Coleman, A. C. Duncan, G. E. King, 
W. L. Little G. P. Male, J. W. McIntosh, G. Rees- 
Mogy, J. Willett, and the Hon. Secretary, Major 
P. J. Simpson. 

Visitors > Messrs. G. W. Dunkin, G. H. Livesey, 
J. F. Macdonald and P. W. Dayer-Smith. 

At the outset it was decided, on the proposition 
of the PRESIDENT, seconded by Mr. P. J. Simpson, to 
despatch to Edinburgh a telegram conveying to the 
* Dick” college authorities the heartiest congratu- 
lations of that division upon the attainment of its 
centenary by that institution and wishing them 
success in their efforts to raise sufficient funds at the 
Celebration Bazaar adequately to endow a research 
scholarship. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
published in the Record were confirmed and signed. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letters of regret at their inability to attend the 
meeting were announced from Messrs. Catmur 
(Abingdon), Hobday (London), Jagger (Buckingham), 
Jelbart (Chipping Norton), Lepper (Aylesbury), 
Slocock (Hounslow), and F. W. Willett (Staines). 

Mr. Jagger, in his letter, had informed the Secretary 
that he had been successful in the mission which had 
been entrusted to him of persuading Mr. Wood-Page, of 
Banbury. to re-consider his decision to resign mem- 
bership of the division. (Hear, hear.) 

The Secrerary announced that, following the 
proposal made by that division that divisional meet- 
ings should be reported by a representative of the 
National, he had received affirmative replies from 
the Central, Mid-West and South Wales, and South- 
Eastern Divisions, but that the Southern Counties, 
having very special reasons for retaining the services 
of Mr. Aylott, had replied in the negative. He 
regretted that, although their division started the 
scheme, they were not the first to take advantage 
of it, but they were glad to welcome both Mr. Livesey, 
the Secretary of the National, and Mr. Brown, the 
Assistant Secretary, there that afternoon. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute inviting the division to appoint 
representatives to attend a conference of Veterinary 
Officials, to be held at the Institute on December 
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14th, when Alderman Neal would introduce a dis- 
cussion on “ Tuberculosis in Cattle and the desirability 
of allowing the introduction of Breeding Heifers 
from Canada if certified free from Tuberculosis.” 

Mr. Stimpson understood that the Central Division 
was being represented and he thought that they 
should be. Mr. Mclnrosn concurred, but Mr. 
CoLEMAN pointed out that the Institute had already 
sent invitations to any veterinary surgeon to attend. 

After some discussion, the Secretary proposed 
that he should write to the Secretary of the Institute 
to the effect that that letter was read at the meeting 
of the division and that several members had intimated 
that they were going in a private capacity and it was 
not, therefore, thought necessary to appoint any 
official representatives. 

Mr. McInrosu seconded the proposition, which 
was carried. 

The Secretary stated that he had written regret- 
ting his inability toattend, in response to an invitation 
to him as Secretary of the division, the Edinburgh 
Centenary Celebrations. 

A letter was read from Mrs. Owen. of Thame. 
thanking the division for the letter of condolence sent 
to her upon the death of her husband. 

Colonel Dunlop Young, of Smithfield, had written 
to say that, although he could not that afternoon 
arrange for the demonstration at the market which 
they had hoped to have that day, he trusted to be 
able to do something for them at a later date. 

Concluding the presentation of correspondence. 
the Secretary thanked the members for the kind 
letter he received with regard to the illness of his 
boy, which prevented Mrs. Simpson and _ himself 
from attending the meeting last July. 

Reporting on the issue of nomination jorms, 
the Secretary said that he sent them out to 66 of 
the people on the Register of members and from 25 
of them he had been unable to get any reply: but, 
that not being provided for in the rules, he had not 
been able to enforce it. He would go through the 
Register again, however, and see if he could get any 
more names on the forms. 

In regard to the resignation of Mr. Esmond Brown. 
who had gone to reside in South Wales, and who was 
one of the Vice-Presidents of the division for the 
existing year, the Secretary stated that he had 
written him on November 9th asking him to recon- 
sider his decision, but he had not had a reply and 
therefore presumed his decision to be final. Mr. 
Brown would doubtless, if he had not done so already, 
join the Mid-West and South Wales Division. 

The resignation was accepted with regret. 

The Secretary: I have to report the loss of 
another very old staunch member of this division, 
and a past Vice-President, by the death of Mr. James 
Kast, of Aylesbury. Unfortunately, he only hap- 
pened to learn of it from an account in the newspaper, 
but he was glad to say that he understood that both 
the Mr. Leppers, of Aylesbury, attended the inter- 
ment. Mr. East was one of their most enthusiastic 
members, and he had attended their last meeting 
at the Buckinghamshire town. 
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A vote of condolence to the bereaved relatives 
was passed sub silentio, the members standing. 

New Members. -Major G. W. Dunkin was elected 
a member on the proposition of Mr. Stmpson, seconded 
by Mr. J. WILLETT, as was Major P. W. Dayer-Smith, 
who was proposed by Mr. Stimpson and seconded by 
Mr. CoLEMAN. 


OFFICERS FOR THE ENSUING YEAR, 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, London. 


Mr. J. R. Baxter, Professor J. B. 
Professor G. H. Wool- 


President : 

Vice- Presidents : 
Buxton, Mr. R. Trewin and 
dridge. 

Hon. Auditor: Mr. R. J. Verney, Oxford. 

Hon, Treasurer: Mr, G. P. Male, Reading. 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. P. J. Simpson, Maidenhead, 

In accepting office, Mr. Stmpson said that last year 
he only agreed to accept office pending the time 
when Mr. Little would undertake the duties. That 
gentleman had now intimated his inability to do so, 
and he therefore agreed to carry on, (Applause.) 

He did sincerely ask them to try and work up 
enthusiasm amongst all the practitioners with whom 
they came into contact and to endeavour to secure 
larger attendances at the meetings than they had 
been getting of late. He would carry on to the best 
of his ability, but he did, partly through the Record 
and partly through those present, ask the members 
of that division to show more enthusiasm in its 
working and to try to get it back again to the tlourish- 
ing condition of days gone by, when they always 
had * bumper” meetings. (Applause.) 

Neat Meeting. \t was decided to hold the next 
meeting of the division, which was the annual one, 
at Reading, on the last Friday in January, and it 
was further agreed that a dinner should follow the 
meeting. 

Before proceeding to “ Any other business,” the 
Secretary set in circulation a box used by the division 
for collections on behalf of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. When, later in the afternoon, 
this was opened, it was announced, amid applause, 
that the division had contributed £4 12s. 8)d. to the 
senevolent Fund by this means during the year. 


THE QUESTION OF RULE ALTERATIONS. 

Following an expression of regret that he had 
been prevented from attending the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Congress at Hull, and was, tlterefore, unable 
to make a report, the PRESIDENT said that he wished 
to raise a question concerning the rules. There were 
certain rules that were not observed, notably Nos. 
% and 11, and he thought they should not have rules 
if they were not going to stick to them. 

The Secretary : Ii there is going to be any altera- 
tion of rules —and nothing of this sort can be done 
at this meeting it is a matter for the annual meeting. 
1 think the whole of our rules want going into very 
carefully, because there are anomalies among them. 
Since these rules were framed, we have become a 
division of the N.V.M.A. That Association has a 
Committee sitting to go through the Articles of 
Association. The alterations made there may vitally 
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affect any rules that we chance to draw up, for 
instance, even the name of the Society, although 
not actually being altered (this requires carefully 
looking into) may have to convey by addition or 
otherwise that we are legally a division of the National. 
I would suggest that we send up our rules to the 
National, asking them to make any amendments 
they think fit and proper in order to dovetail in 
with the National as a division after the National 
have altered their Articles of Association. I think 
it would be rather unwise to try and draw up rules 
off our own bat and then find that they do not fit 
in with the Articles of Association of the National. 
If the National would do that and throw out a 
suggestion to other divisions that they would be 
willing to form a code of rules for their divisions, it 
would be far better. I hope the National will suggest 
to us a list of rules and, if possible, get the other 
divisions to fall in with the idea. 

Mr. Rees-Moae : Might I ask how many members 
of the Royal Counties Division are not members of 
the National ? 

The Secretary: I should think the 
not more than ten, if so many. 

Mr. CoLEMAN: Is it not in our power to appoint 
a Special Committee to consider any suggestions 
thrown out by the National ? 

The Secretary: It can be done by calling a 
Special Committee and then a confirmatory meeting 
afterwards. 

Mr. MALE: [| am all in favour of closer co-operation 
with the National; but we, as a society, want to 
keep our individuality. I do not think we should 
scrap with impunity any old rules that have been a 
benefit to the Society. 

Mr. McIntosu: | think we ought to allow that 
the first move should be with the National. I 
rather think that, as a division, we should not move 
in any direction at all until we see what action will 
be taken by the National. I am somewhat of the 
opinion of Mr. Male, that we might lose something 
of our individuality. Further, we must remember 
that there is a considerable number of our members 
who are not members of the National. What would 
be their position ? I, for one, should like more time 
to consider the matter, because this is an old Asso- 
ciation, and we do not want these Associations to 
lose a great deal of their own character— that would 
be a pity, a disadvantage to the Society itself and 
probably, indirectly, to the National. I do not say 
it would be, but there is the possibility. How would 
it be with those members who are not members of 
the National? For that reason I suggest we mark 
time and wait to see what steps may be, taken by the 
National. 

Mr. LitrLe: Would it not be a good plan to cir- 
cularise every member of the division to get the 
opinion of every member ? 

Mr. G. H. Livesey: With regard to this question 
of rules of the various Associations and Societies, 
there is bound to be some trouble in the future, but 
it has got to be faced. There is no doubt that the 


number is 


THE VETERINARY RECORD _ 





December 8, 1923 





Societies, one and all, will begin to look into their 
constitution and see how far that conforms with their 
close association with the National. The National 
would be most unwilling and reluctant at any time 
to dictate, or even to suggest, to divisions what they 
should or should not do with regard to their own 
constitution, so long as they remained affiliated with 
the National. It is no part of the National’s work 
to interfere, or act in such a way as to interfere, 
with the individuality and activities of the various 
Associations. 

But there are, perhaps, parts of the rules which 
ought to be altered in order to bring them into line 
with altered conditions. Suggestions for these altera- 
tions should come from the divisions themselves and 
not from the National. I have seen the rules of 
eleven or twelve different societies, and the one thing 
that has astonished me has been that they are almost 
all exactly alike (laughter). I think that if all the 
divisions would send up to the central office a 
copy of their rules, it would be quite easy to 
draw up one set of rules which would amalgamate 
the rules of all. They would be circularised as a 
guide to those divisions which were considering 
making their rules out afresh—but only as a guide, 
not by way of a requirement on the part of the 
National. 

With regard to the time, there is no immediate 
hurry, because the National at the present time, 
are going through their own Articles of Association, 
which were framed for a new Association. They 
are, some of them, obsolete and some require changing 
in order to bring them up-to-date and make them 
suitable for our present requirements. The Committee 
is sitting and it will take it some little time to report 
to the General Meeting, and, if its proposals are passed 
at the General Meeting they will have to be con- 
firmed at a meeting held within a month afterwards. 
Until these Articles are through, the local Associa- 
tions can do very little, but there is no reason why, 
in the meantime, the local societies should not be 
concentrating their attention upon their own rules. 

One question which is agitating the minds of a 
good many is the capitation fee, which, I am glad to 
say, is moribund if it is not quite dead; while there 
is also the proposal to make one fee do tor the local 
societies and for the National. Probably provision 
will be made for that in the Articles if it seems 
feasible. I only mention that as a subject which, 
as you will see, does require a great deal of thought. 
Some think that by having the one subscription 
local societies might lose something of their individu- 
ality. I do not think so, but I know it would be a 
great saving to the local secretaries and local treasurers. 
Invested funds would remain the property of the 
Division—-the National would have nothing to 
do with them. I suggest that at your next general 
meeting you might appoint a small committee to be 
in readiness to deal with the matter which has been 
brought forward. 

The Secretary: If you like, at the next meeting 
I will put on the agenda “ To consider alteration of 
rules.” This was agreed. 
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Mr. Macponaup’s CASEs. 


The meeting was next addressed by Mr. J. F. 
MacpDoNALD, who had with him a number of bones 
carrying exostosis, and other specimens from animals 
which were the subjects of the cases cited by him. 

Mr. MacponaLp: I feel I should make some 
explanation in respect of these few specimens. The 
original idea was that these would be used to fill a 
gap, as Colonel Young was intending to give us the 
piece de resistance of the afternoon. However, I have 
tried to enlarge my part of the performance a little. 
I am afraid I am very hazy about the history of some 
of these specimens, many of which are of old standing. 
Moreover, in regard to none of them have I any 
notes. 

The first case is one of chronic valvular disease 
of the heart in a seven-year-old mare. This animal 
was a vanner which had been in regular work for 
over a year and she came into hospital suffering 
from strangles. It had the ordinary submaxillary 
abscess and a temperature. The mare became con- 
valescent and was doing quite well, when one day 
she dropped dead in the box without warning, and 
post-mortem revealed that warty growth on the valve 
of the heart which, I think, was the cause of death. 
The mare showed no indication of heart disease 
when in work. 

The second specimen is a fractured ileum. It 
shows rather well the reparative process which takes 
place in these cases. There was the usual cause 
the animal falling down and the ileum being broken, 
with a displacement. The usual treatment was car- 
ried out and the animal made a good recovery, but 
the two quarters were always odd. The subject 
went on working four years after the accident. 

The next case was that of a fractured back. This 
animal collapsed in the street one day and there was 
complete paralysis of both hind limbs. There was 
slight movement of the feet, but she was quite unable 
to work the legs to any extent. She was destroyed, 
and there was disclosed this fracture of the lumbar 
vertebree. 

My fourth specimen illustrates another case of 
fractured back, but unlike the last, there was no 
paralysis. It was simply a fracture of the spine of 
the sacrum, but had abscesses formed at the site, 
and the place became septic. 

Here are two calculi not remarkable for anything 
except for their solidity. They weigh 9bs. and 
Tlbs. each respectively. They had evidently been 
in position for many years and the horse—a heavy 
draught—was 17 or 18 years old when destroyed. 
There was no history of colic, but that specimen 
served to show the size to which such things could 
attain without causing any trouble. 

My next specimen shows a badly fractured tibia, 
which in itself is not, of course, very unusual, but the 
history was that this animal was kept in the stable, 
and that there was only one blow, the animal being 
kicked once by another horse and being noticed by 
the groom to be lame. It was not so very lame, as 
it was taken out of the stable and led to a box 50 
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yards away, placing weight on the leg, but when 
getting into the box the leg collapsed. 

This is an exostosis forming a ringbone on the oS 
suffraginis. This horse died of colic and I had this 
boiled out. It shows what a considerable exostosis 
can take place without causing lameness provided 
the joint is not interfered with it is quite clear of 
both joints. 

The next specimen is a renal calculus. The his- 
tory and symptoms were rather indicative of azoturia, 
except that the animal had not been rested. It went 
down suddenly in the street one day and was brought 
home in an ambulance. There was complete paraly- 
sis and loss of power in both hind limbs. The urine 
was discoloured. There was no noticeable swelling 
of the muscles, but a certain amount of colicy pain 
was present. She did no good at all, and was des- 
troyed. That calculus was found in the kidney, 
which was very much diseased and septic. 

This is a cystic calculus taken from a very old 
horse. His principal symptoms were colicy pains 
and straining to pass urine which only came away 
in very small quantities. As soon as he started to 
strain the calculus appeared to get into the neck of 
the bladder and stopped the urine. The condition 
was ascertained during life, and as he was an old 
horse he was destroyed. 

The next specimen has rather altered its appear- 
ance since it was in the fresh state, but it was in a 
cartilaginous condition when it was found. It is a 
cyst and was found floating in the peritoneal cavity 
of an animal which died of colic. 

This metacarpal bone is from a horse turned out 
to grass with lameness in a hind limb and which, one 
morning, was found very lame on a fore limb, while 
the toe of the foot was twisted inwards. It was 
treated locally, but the limb turned septic and there 
was a good deal of periostitis. He was, therefore, 
destroyed. It was probably a greenstick fracture 
of the metacarpal bone and it appeared there had 
been a very good union and, if it had not been for the 
periostitis and the condition of the joint, there might 
have been recovery. 

The next case was a hiifd foot of a heavy draught 
horse showing very definite ulceration of the navicular 
bone, which one usually associates with a picked-up 
nail, but there was no history of any injury. The 
horse was stabled overnight and in the morning was 
found standing on three legs. The only history was 
that the animal was in the habit of stamping a good 
deal in the stable and it is just possble that that may 
have caused the condition. 

This specimen is another fractured back. It 
happened quite recently quite close by this spot 
in a blind street. The horse was standing outside a 
warehouse and with his head facing the blank wall 
at the top of the street. Something startled the horse, 
and he went up the street at a tremendous pace, only 
to come into contact with the wall at the end. When 
I got there he was down, and though conscious, he 
showed paralysis of both hind limbs, and there was 
considerable swelling over the vertebre. Where he 
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had hit the wall there was a slight crack in the skull. 
He was destroyed straight away. 

This is an ulceration of the suffraginis in a draught 
horse. He was a horse that had an almost chronic 
dry sore between hair and hoof, practically at the 
coronary band, It was quite a small sore and there 
was a slight shooting of the joint over it, but the 
lameness became very acute and he was destroyed, 
and this was the condition found. It occurred to 
me whether the infection might not have arisen from 
the sore. 

The next specimen is the pedal bone of a fore-foot, 
the injury being supposed to be due to a farrier’s 
nail. But when I saw the case it had gone too far 
to disclose any nail hole. There was a distinct smell 
of caries of the bone. 

In my last case the pedal bone seems to be com- 
pletely ulcerated through. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. Livesey: I should like to ask, with regard to 
the first case, was there any sign during life that 
there was anything wrong with the heart? Was the 
heart ever sounded, and to what would Mr. Mac- 
donald ascribe the cause of death? Why was the 
death sudden ? 


Mr. CoLtemMANn: I should like to thank Mr. Mac- 
donald for the exceedingly interesting specimens 
which he has brought forward exaggerated patho- 
logical conditions which must be somewhat uncommon. 
One of particular interest to me was that showing the 
ulceration of the navicular bone, but can Mr. Mae- 
donald suggest any cause for the manifestation of 
the lameness so suddenly ? I have never seen any- 
thing quite like the specimen found in the abdominal 
vavity, but some years ago | met with a similar 
growth caused by obstruction of the duct of one of 
the salivary glands just on the margin of the lower 
jaw, and that was a distension of the salivary duct, 
which had become like a piece of cartilage and about 
the size of a cricket ball. I opened it, but it con- 
tinued to run. Ultimately I removed it, ligating 
the «uct, and it made a perfect recovery. The green- 


stick fracture was also a very interesting specimen! 


Might it not be a case of fragilitis osseum? 1 was 
also interested in the tibia specimen. Some years 
ago | had a horse kicked in a similar way that was 
on the metatarsal bone of the other hind limb. That 
horse went over jumps twice, a week after it was done, 
They had it brought home eventually, and late on 
the night of its arrival I found that it had broken its 
leg. The bone was split from one extremity to the 
other and it was fractured about half-way down. 
You could see in the old fracture the Haversian 
canals, etc., and you could also see where the bone 
had fractured at the new place. Furthermore, it 
had a starred fracture. The vertebre fracture was 
also interesting. I had a case where a horse had met 
with an accident by getting into a ditch. The horse 
went to work and fell down in the cart, and on examina- 





tion I discovered the existence of prior fracture from 
the presence of temporary callus. 

Mr. J. Wittetr: Mr. Macdonald is to be congratu- 
lated upon and thanked for his interesting specimens. 
There are two which appeal to me especially. One 
does not see, so frequently as formerly, the exostoses 
on the fetlock, and it is marvellous how horses used 
to go about their work without any material inter- 
ference from them. The fracture of the tibia brings 
to my mind one of my errors of diagnosis. When | 
was acting for the regiment a horse was reported as 
having been kicked in the sick lines. It had been 
kicked on the tibia, but it walked fairly sound and 
there was no swelling. It seemed to progress favour- 
ably and in due course it was ordered gentle exer- 
cise. It was exercised for two days, but on the third 
day it was found that the tibia had parted company. 
There is no doubt. however, that the tibia had been 
fractured a fortnight before, but without displace- 
ment. It has always been a lesson to me, impressing 
on me that, when a horse has sustained a kick on the 
inner aspect of the tibia the animal should be put in 
slings for from ten days to a fortnight. 

Mr. G. P. Mate: The heart lesion is rather smaller 
than is usually found in an animal that has died of 
valvular disease. One sees large growths in pigs with 
verracose endocarditis, and I have seen large growths 
in the hearts of horses. With regard to fracture of 
the spine, the difficulty is to diagnose these things 
definitely during life. One is called to a case of an 
accident in a street or in the hunting field and one is 
asked to give one’s definite diagnosis at once. | 
do not know whether Mr. Macdonald has any infallible 
symptoms that he can give us to enable us to give 
a definite diagnosis. 

Mr. Lirrte: I think the fractures of the ileum 
and metacarpal bone show what extraordinary repair 
can go on, given the opportunity. I do not think 
Mr. Macdonald mentioned the age of the animals 
the age makes a very great deal of difference in the 
repair of fractures, and IT should say these were in 
youngish animals. The other cases are extremely 
interesting, especially to me, those of the fractured 
backs. There is no doubt that it is very difficult 
sometimes to diagnose a fracture of the back and 
even more difficult. on occasion, to make the owner 
helieve that one exists. 

Mr. McInrosn: J should like to say a word in 
connection with the navicular bone. This horse, 
as Mr. Macdonald has said, went suddenly lame in 
the stable. The local veterinarian concluded that 
the lameness might have been caused by a _ prick, 
and he had the shoe removed and the foot searched, 
hut could find nothing, and palliative treatment 
was adopted for a week or so. I went down and saw 
the animal. There was little difficulty in finding 
the lameness, but there was some difficulty in stating 
what was the nature of the lameness. I had the 
shoe off again, yet nothing could be found. Ordinary 
treatment was carried out in the hope that the 
inflammation would subside, but it got no better, 
in fact, the lameness was extraordinarily acute. 
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Mr. Macdonald went down, with the same result. 
Eventually, about nine weeks afterwards, or a little 
less, we had him destroyed, and you see the condition 
that existed. I should like to learn what was the 
cause of the inflammation to start that. The horse 
went into the stable all right. I have never seen 
a similar case---there is no gradual coming on of 
illness, it was intensely acute right from the onset. 
These specimens do show what an enormous number 
of such cases we get in London. It is the finest 
experience in the world for a young man, and I try 
to impress upon all these the necessity for following 
up every case to the end. It gives one an aptitude 
for diagnosing lameness that one cannot get 
where or by other methods. (Applause.) 


else- 


THE ReEPpLy. 


Mr. J. R. MACDONALD, in reply, said: Mr. Livesey 
asked whether there was any sign of heart disease 
in the valvular case. The animal was in regular 
work up to the time it developed the submaxillary 
abscess, and the heart disease was not suspected. 
The sudden death and the possibility of thrombosis 
were what made me attribute that sudden end to this 
disease. Mr. Coleman is very anxious for me to tell 
him the cause of the sudden appearance of lameness 
in the case of the ulceration of the navicular bone. 
My chief object in bringing it here was to see if Mr. 
Coleman, or any other fellow of this Society, could 
tell me the cause of it. (Laughter.) The only 
possible history was that this horse struck a lot in 
the stable at night. But it had always been a sound 
horse, and one not affected with grease or any kindred 
affection. With regard to the cyst, I cannot give 
you any further information, except to say that it 
was perfectly loose in the abdominal cavity. The 
horse died of a twisted bowel. Mr. Coleman also 
suggested that the metacarpal case might be one 


of fragilitis osseum, but the bone is a firm one. He 
quite agreed with Mr. Willetts suggestion as to 


slinging horses kicked on the inside of the tibia. 
He was afraid that he could not give Mr. Male any 
infallible way of diagnosing fractured back, unless 
the use of X-rays would help. In reply to Mr. 
Little, the fractures occurred in animals that were 
not more than LO vears of age. 


The PRESIDENT proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Macdonald for his address. ‘This was seconded 
by Mr. Stupson and carried with acclamation. 


Mr. McInrosH asked the meeting to accord a very 
cordial vote of thanks to Mr. J. R. Baxter, the retir- 
ing President. He lived in a country district, but 
had not failed to find time from his busy practice 
to do all that a President should do for his Society. 
He was sure they were all very grateful to Mr. Baxter 
for giving up his time and his energies during the past 
year, and they hoped to see him as frequently in the 
future as they had done in the past. (Applause.) 


Mr. J. R. Baxter returned thanks in suitable 


terms, and the meeting then concluded. 
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South-Eastern Division.* 


A meeting of the South-Eastern Division was held 
at the Saracen’s Head Hotel, Ashford, on Friday, 
September 28th, 1923, when there were present : 
Messrs. G. W. Dunkin (President), H. P. Hogben 
(Hon. Secretary), F. Crowhurst, C. Crowhurst, J. 
Bell, Major L. L. Dixson, A. J. Crowther, T. F. 
Hogben, E. L. Dixson, W. Perrin, W. W. Gulleford, 
G. Wacher and F. C. Gillard. Vasitor :-- Mr. W. N. 
Hinton. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read 
from Messrs. C. Morgan, E. Ebbetts, J. B. Dyer, 
F. Marks and J. Washford, together with a telegram 
from Professor J. B. Buxton. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were con- 
firmed. 

The meeting then adjourned to the surgery of Messrs. 
Gillard and Wacher, where Mr, F. C. GILLarp per- 
formed two surgical operations, one on a Pekingese 
dog. for scrotal hernia, and the other on a teg affected 
with “Gid” or ‘“ Turnsick” locally known as 
 pothery.”’ 

On the meeting being resumed at the Saracen’s 
Head, Mr. G. W. DunkKIN presided, and the question 
of a proposed subscription to the Royal (Dick) Veterin- 
ary College Centenary Fund was discussed, and on 
the proposition of Mr. GiLuarp, seconded by Mr. 
Dixson, it was resolved that an appeal be sent to 
the members of the division asking them to subscribe 
personally, in order not to tax the funds of the division, 
such subscriptions to be sent to the Secretary, to be 
forwarded to the Fund. 

The Hon. Secretary reported that the amount 
in hand on behalf of the Field Distemper Fund, 
amounted to £5 5s. Od. 

On the proposition of Mr. Wacuer, seconded by 
Mr. Drxson, it was resolved that a further appeal 
he sent to those members who had not subscribed. 

Correspondence was also submitted from the 
Performing Animals Defence League, and after some 
discussion no action was taken, as the views of the 
division had been expresged by the National Asso- 
ciation. 

Veterinary Inspectors’ Section.—The circular 
received by the Borough and County Veterinary 
Inspectors from their respective authorities, ve the 
Inspection of Fowls in markets, was considered, and 
it was resolved on the proposition of Mr. Drxson, 
seconded by Mr. Perrin, that the division were of the 
opinion that poultry in markets should be inspected, 
but that the method of carrying out the work should 
be considered by the individual officers concerned. 

Membership. —The nomination of Major Rose, of 
Nonington, as a member of the division was approved 
and confirmed. 

Mr. J. W. N. Hinton, ot St. Leonards-on-Sea, was 
proposed and seconded for membership of the division. 


(Continued at foot of next page.) 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns 


NOTICE TO DIVISIONAL SECRETARIES. 


The Editorial Committee, wishing to be of assistance to the divisions, 
and with a view to achieving uniformity in the reports of meetings, 
and acceleration in their publication in the Record, are prepared to 
send their representative to report their proceedings. 

Will Secretaries of divisions, wishing to avail themselves of this 
offer, forward particulars as to dates, times, and places of meeting 
to the Editor, 10 Gray’s Inn Squane, W.C.1, at least a month prior 
? such meetings, when the scale of charges will be forwarded to 

em ? 


Diary of Events. 

Dec. 10th—N.V.M.A. Biological Committee Meeting, 
at 10 Gray’s Inn Square, W.C. 

Dec. 11th-—Oral Examinations begin. 

Dec. 12th--Meeting of the Southern Counties Division 
at Salisbury. 

Dec. 14th-N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee Meeting, 
at 10 Gray’s Inn Square, W.C. 

Jan. 16th-South-Kastern Division Annual Meeting. 

* ** * * 

With some reluctance we publish an advertisement 
offering the post of Inspector under the Contagious 
Diseases of Animals Acts in the office of the Imperial 
Secretary, Belfast. In the past we have inserted 
similar advertisements for posts in England and 
Scotland, and we could not make a distinction in the 
case of Ireland. Members should note, however, 
that though the civil service bonus (about £130) 
brings the salary within the scale recommended by 
this Association as a minimum, the appointment is 
probationary for two years, and these years do not 
appear to count for superannuation. 

* * * ** 

There is a very strong feeling throughout the 
profession that the Board of Agriculture is not acting 
well in the matter of salaries, and the feeling is 
steadily becoming intensified. We continually receive 


(Continued from previous paye.) 

A letter from Mr. J. Washford resigning his member- 
ship of the division on account of old age and other 
infirmities was accepted with much regret. 

Mr. E. Lyne Drxson announced that Professor 
J. B. Buxton, a member of their division and well 
known to them all shad been appointed to an important 
post at Cambridge University. He felt sure they 
desired to express their congratulation to him. and he 
proposed that such be done. The proposition was 
carried unanimously. 

The Prestpent thanked Mr. Gillard for the two 
excellent demonstrations, and congratulated him on 
their success. 

Members then put several questions to Mr. Gillard, 
to all of which he replied. 

A general vote of thanks was then passed to all 
who had contributed to the success of the meeting. 

It was decided that the next meeting, the annual 
meeting of the division, be held at Tunbridge Wells 
on the third Wednesday in January. 

Hvucu P. Hoesen, Hon. Secretary. 
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complaints of the miserable pay that is oftered. 
Just at present, with agriculture at a low ebb and 
veterinary surgeons hard put to it to make a living, 
much less to employ assistants, there are numbers of 
young graduates faced with unemployment and little 
prospect; these men are sadly tempted to apply 
for poorly-paid posts, and one cannot blame them, 
for they must find means to live. But that a State 
Department should flourish on the desperate neces- 
sity of our younger members is contemptible. We 
would like to draw attention to the remarks of Mr. 
Henry Gray in the letter published in the Record last 
week on this subject. 
X* * * ** 


The General Secretary acknowledges with very 
many thanks the gift of a generous cheque towards 
the equipment of the office from Major G. Rees-Mogg, 
the President of the Central Division, also three old 
veterinary prints to hang on the walls from Mr. 
George Bishop, of Brislington. Three more offers of 
second-hand typewriters have been received, but 
these are not required. A first-rate new machine 
is not too good for the office, nor for the work it 
will have to do. 

x x * x 

What is the matter with the Royal Counties 
Division? Comparatively few members turn up at 
the meetings and few have even the politeness to 
reply to the letters of the Hon. Secretary. We hope 
this is only a phase that will soon pass, and that next 
time the Division meets the Secretary will be able 
to put a notice outside the door—“* Full House.” 
The next meeting, by the way, will be at Reading, 
and the annual dinner will be held immediately 


after it. 
x x x * 


Fourteen members paid a visit to the new offices 
of the Association after the last Royal Counties 
Division meeting, and all expressed their approval of 
the premises and their pleasure at having our head- 
quarters in such a central and desirable situation. 
Several other members have called in during the 
week, and we hope many others will follow their 
example, and that in time 10 Gray’s Inn Square 
will be looked upon as the general meeting-place for 
all members of the profession. 


Foot-AND-MoutH DISEASE. 


In view of the feeling that is spreading in the coun- 
try in tavour of a change of policy in dealing with 
foot-and-mouth disease, attention may, says The 
Times, be called to an important letter on the subject 
in the Barmingham Post of December Ist, from 
Messrs. P. G. Hughes, of Crewe, exporters of live- 
stock to South America. Messrs. Hughes, from 
their long experience with the disease in their herds in 
the Argentine, favour the present system as the only 
hope of holding the scourge in check and escaping 
worse consequences. 
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Referring to the origin of the outbreaks, the firm 
quote two likely sources of infection—hay and straw 
for packing purposes, and green vegetables imported 
from the Continent. In confirmation of the danger 
of the traffic in the latter they state :-“‘ The origin 
of the disastrous and widespread outbreak in this 
district, which has already entailed an immense loss, 
was started in Lancashire, near Blackpool, with a cow 
which had been fed on refuse of garden produce 
imported from the Continent.” 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF COMPARATIVE 
PATHOLOGY. 


The Second International Congress of Comparative 
Pathology, which should have been held in Rome in 
September last, had to be postponed owing to certain 
unsurmountable difficulties being encountered. It 
is proposed to hold the Congress in the Spring of 
1924, probably from April 27th to May 4th, and no 
fewer than 86 communications have been promised 
from well-known pathologists in Italy, France, 
United States, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, Rou- 
mania, Switzerland, Portugal, Greece, Japan, China, 
South Africa, India, Venezuela, Australia and South 
America. The President is Dr. Perroncito, of Turin, 
to whom subscriptions (40 lire) may be sent. 


ANOTHER 3,000 GALLONER. 


The fifth British cow to yield upwards of 3,000 gallons 
of milk in not more than 365 days is Mr. H. Purser’s 
British Friesian, Higham Eva 2nd, born in December, 
1915, and bred by the late Mr. H. D. Squire-Dawson. 
She last calved on November 8th, 1922, and between that 
date and October 3lst, 1923, has given 3,001 gallons. 
“It is worthy ot note,” writes a correspondent, “that an 
increasing number of Brit’sh Friesian cows are reaching 
the 2,000-gallon mark for the second time, thus proving 
that heavy milking does not necessarily impair con- 
stitution, milking or breeding. Nineteen cows of the 
breed have now recorded this big yield twice, while one 
has produced it for three years in succession.” 


TETANUS FOLLOWIN®? OPERATION FOR APPENDICITIS. 


At an inquest before the deputy coroner of Preston on 
November 8th, a verdict of ‘‘ Death from misadventure ”’ 
was returned on a woman, aged 38, who was operated on 
for appendicitis in Mount Street Hospital, and died from 
tetanus after appearing to progress favourably. Anti- 
tetanus serum had been injected. The medical attendant 
suggested that the tetanus was set up by the catgut used 
in the operation. Th? coroner pointed out that every 
precaution was taken to sterilise catgut, and that used 
in the hospital was obtained from the best firms, but in 
this case the bacillus or its spores might have resisted 
the sterilisation.— The Lancet. 





A Conference of Veterinary Officials is to be held at the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, on Friday, December 14th, 
at 3 p.m., when Alderman W. Phene Neal, late Chairman 
of the Cattle Markets Committee of the City of London, 
will introduce a discussion on ‘“‘ Tuberculosis in Cattle, 
and the desirability of allowing the introduction of Breed- 
ing Heifers from Canada if certified free from Tuberculosis,’ 
to which delegates have been appointed by several large 
towns and public bodies. 





Mr. T. DALLING’S APPOINTMENT. 


Mr. Thomas Dalling, M.R.C.V.S., has recently been 
appointed Chief Veterinary Pathologist at the Wellcome 
Physiological Research Laboratories, a position formerly 
held by Mr. J. B. Buxton, F.R.C.V.S., who has been 
appointed Professor of Comparative Pathology at the 
Cambridge University. This necessitates Mr. Dalling’s 
leaving the Animal Diseases Research Association where he 
has been Joint Chief Investigator with Professor Gaiger 
for the past two years. Mr. Dalling qualified at the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College in 1914, after a brilliant career , 
during which he won many medals and distinctions, 
including the Ist Fitzwygram prize open to all the Veter- 
inary Colleges in the United Kingdom. He saw service 
in France from 1916 to 1919, during which time, in addition 
to the duties of a veterinary officer, he specialised in 
Bacteriology, researching into many of the diseases 
prevalent among the army horses. For this work he was 
mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig’s despatches. He also 
was responsible for the training of all R.A.V.C. sergeants 
who were sent to field units in France during his army 
career. For some time he was in charge of the Chief 
R.A.V.C. Bacteriological Laboratory at Rouen, where 
much of his work on specific ophthalmia in horses was 
done. In 1920 he was appointed Research Assistant at 
the Glasgow Veterinary College, and on the formation of 
the Animal Diseases Research Association was made a 
Chief Investigator. 





THE WEIGHT OF BACTERIA. 


The Jowrnal of the American Medical Assoriation 
quotes the following from ‘* Civilisation and the Microbe,” 
by A. I. Kendall. Some of our readers might like to 
check the figures --‘‘ Knowing the measurements of 
bacteria, it follows that the volume may be computed ; 
knowing the volume and the weight of the substance of 
the microbe as compared with an equal volume of water, 
the weight of the organism can be arrived at. <A cylinder 
the size of the typhoid bacillus and 1-2 times as heavy as 
water would weigh almost exactly 0-000,000,002 milligram. 
Five hundred millions of them, in other words, would 
weigh a milligram. A milligram is one-thousandth of a 
gram, and a gram in turn is approximately one-thirtieth 
of an ordinary ounce. Fifteen millions of millions of typhoid 
bacilli, therefore, would be required to balance an ounce 
weight. Viewed from this standpoint, it is not difficult to 
believe that bacteria are in reality about the smallest of 
known living things.”’ 

(Continued at foot of next page.) 
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Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than bv the 
first post on Tue-day morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondente. 


Fees under the C.D.A. Acts. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—The defunct Veterinary Inspectors’ Association 
endeavoured, during its existence, to obtain an increase 
of fees for those members of the profession who worked 
under the Contagious Diseases Animals’ Acts, but its 
efforts met with complete failure. We hope the 








(Continued from previous page ) 


Tre Errect or Wet WEATHER ON MIZE. 


In a case at Eccles, Manchester, when a farmer and 
a milk retailer were charged with selling milk not of the 
required standard, the defence in each case was based on 
wet weather. ‘The farmor, in reply to a suggestion of the 
county analyst that a sample of milk procured by an 
inspector from the farm contained added water, said that 
his cows were fed on potatoes, brewers’ grains, and grass 
which was continuously wet. The analyst expressed the 
opinion that such feeding would not account for the watery 
condition of the milk ; but the secretary of the Manchester 
F.U. declared that a test recently carried out with a herd 
of cows fed on potatoes had shown that there was a varia- 
tion up to 6 per cent. in solids when these cows were dry 
fed. The retailer suggested that it was possible, in view 
of the very rainy weather at the time the sample was 
taken, that rain had got into the can. The summons 
against the farmer was dismissed, and the retailer was 
fined 10s. and costs. 


Member’s Success as Show Secretary. 


In reference to the annual exhibition of the Monkswood 
and Minishant Foal Show, which is now regarded 
as one of the most important evonts of the kind in the 
Wet of Scotland, The Farming News says :— 

“The turn-out of Clydesdale horses is not excelled at 
any other gathering run upon similar lines, both in respect 
of numbers and general excellence. During the last 
two or three years important additions have been made in 
sections for dairy produce, roots and seeds, baking 
competitions and home industries, all of which have proved 
immensely successful. The advances made by the Society 
are in no small measure due to the energy and enterprise 
of the honorary secretary and treasurer, Mr. Walter 
Gardner, M.R.C.V.S., Woodside, Maybole.” 

The entries at this year’s show were approximately 
900, an increase over last year of nearly 300. 





Essex Diseases of Animals Committee has agreed to an 
order for the inspection of poultry at markets and auctions 
by veterinary inspectors, with the object of preventing 
the spread of fowl diptheria. 
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‘** National” which has now taken the matter in hand, 
will be more successful. With the object of stimulating 
discussion, ventilating views and producing data I suggest 
Sir, )ou should place a page of the Record every week at 
the disposal of correspondents. If one or more members 
resident in each county would forward such matter I 
feel sure it would be of great help to the Council of the 
N.V.M.A., and the profession at large. I enclose the 
scale of fees paid by the Somerset County Council on the 
opposite side of which will be found the scale unanimously 
decided upon, as fair and reasonable, at a meeting of 
Veterinary Inspectors held here some two years ago. 
This amended scale was sent to the Committee which deals 
vith contagious animal diseases, but the feeling of that 
body was, after enquiry regarding the fees paid in other 
counties, that there existed a lack of unanimity, and they 
could not grant the concession. I then, on my own 
initiative, pointed out to the Committee the inconsistency 
of paragraph 5, when they only paid a fee of 5s. in the 
event of the swab, smear, and report, being sent to the 
“ B. of A.,” forgetful of the fact that a microscopical 
examination had to be made, whether the swab was sent 
to the *‘ Board” or not. This was granted, so that now 
every veterinary officer in the county can obtain 5s. for 
his microscopical examinations of anthrax, or not anthrax, 
smears, arising out of these observations. I venture to 
emphazise three vital points: I. Unanimity of fees. 
Why should one county pay its officials more or less than 
another ? II. The importance of the work cannot be 
denied, for those who carry it out save the county many 
thousands of pounds every year. The ratepayer is, there- 
fore, getting a good return for his money. III. The scale 
of fees in most counties, if not in all, is totally inadequate. 
Take the county of Somerset ; this scale was drawn up 
before the war, and what professional calling is working 
to-day on a pre-war level ? 

Look at travelling expenses alone—we are allowed 7s. 
if we motor 10 miles. What would a taxi driver say to 
such a fare? There is another point which should not 
be overlooked. As the status of the profession improves 
and those who remove themselves from the shackles of 
lower-class commercialism find their expenditure increases, 
so should their fees. Further, our education and training 
costs us more, and much more is expected of us. This 
point was well emphazised by Sir Clifford Allbutt in a 
recent letter to the Times in his plea in connection witl 
panel fees to medical men. , 

If we cultivate a true conation we shall attain our 
objective, provided we put enough driving force into it.— 
I am, Sir, Yours faithfully, Wm. Scorrt. 

Friar House, Bridgwater. 


The following are the Scales of Fees to which reference 
is made by Mr. Scott :— 


COUNTY OF SOMERSET. 


Scale of Veterinary Inspectors’ Fees and Allowances. 


To THE VETERINARY INSPECTORS APPOINTED BY THE 
Sus-CoMMITTEES. 
Fees 
asked for 


Se a. fh £ s.d. 
ORDINARY ATTENDANCES. ANIMALS GENERALLY— 
For each visit made on due request, 
examining animals 010 6 : & 4 
As To TUBERCULOSIS, GLANDERS, OR FarRcy. 
A. Clinical Examination. 
For an ordinary visit, first animal 
and Is. per head afterwards to 
a maximum per day of 


oa =) =:¢ 
3.3 +0 


B. Microscopical Examination 


of discharge, feces, urine, etc. oi 2's &.¢ 
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Fees 
C. Biological Test, when ordered asked for. 
(to third party). £s.d. £ 8s. d. 


Not exceeding... wi ies > 2 @ 


D. Tuberculin, or Mallein Test. 

Administering the test— 
(a) for the first animal examined 

and treated so on _ 1 1 0 
(b) foreach animal inaddition ... 0 5 0 O10 6 
(The travelling allowance prescribed 

in paragraph No. 6 to be for one 

visit only ; the fee to be inclus- 

ive as regards the other visits.) 


E. Post-Mortem Examination. 
To include all animals examined 
at the same time nee Hee 010 6 . ¢ ® 


As TO SHEEP-ScaB-— 
For each visit made on due request, 
inspecting sheep, whatever the 
number ... ‘se soe -- 010 6 11 0 


As TO ANTHRAX— 

For preparing blood smear, swab, 
and report in cases of suspected 
Anthrax, and despatching same 
to the Laboratory of the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries 0 5 0 O10 6 

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE— 

By railway, third class return fare 

By road, per mile, one way, beyond 
the first three miles from the 
Inspector’s residence (or place 
of business) nen sas a Ot O62» 
Provided that for a_ road Each way, 
journey where several places starting from 
are visited on County work for Surgery 
the purpose of examining 
animals, the mileage allowance 
shall be reckoned along the most 
direci road from place to place... 


ATTENDANCE AT MARKETS, Erc— 

For each attendance at a market, 

fair, sale, or exhibition, when 

such attendance is required by 

the Local Authority, or by an 

Order of the Board of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries ane nite 010 6 i it @ 


PAYMENTS OUT OF POCKET— 

The cost of necessary telegrams 
and postages, and of tuberculin 
or mallein used in testing 
animals, will be allowed 


16th December, 1914. 


The Vicar on Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—I have just been reading of the terrible toll of 
animal life taken by that monster known as foot-and- 
mouth disease. In two brief months, I find, 14,000 
beasts have been slaughtered and £120,000 spent in com- 
pensation for their loss. The wretchedness of these poor 
creatures is a sad thing to contemplate. There is the 
restlessness of fever, loss of appetite, the smart of blisters 
on heel and tongue, the crippling of feet, the misery of 
miscarriage, and to complete the tragedy, sudden and 
violent death. Hundreds of thousands of animals are 
suffering in this way, millions of public money are being 
expended, farmsteads are being denuded, men and women 
thrown out of honourable employment to become beggars. 
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One cannot help asking: Need all this misery be? I 
am convinced that it need not; and I am writing this 


letter in the hope that your readers, Sir, will share this » 


conviction, and join in an effort to create a public opinion 
which will make impossible the further unnécessary 
destruction of many a valuable beast and waste of the 
hard-earned money. 

What is the ground of my conviction? [t is very 
Simple, namely, that I have to my hand a remedy for 
foot-and-mouth disease—Stop a moment. I can quite 
understand the immediate objection: ‘*We have heard 
that story before. This is a camouflaged advertisement 
of another quack medicine.’’ Well, my work for thirty 
years in the service of the public must be my answer to 
such a charge, and should guarantee me at least a fair 
hearing. ‘A fair hearing for what ?”’ That is a reason- 
able question, and I will try to answer it. Consider the 
following experiments, and their results :— 

(1) Nearly 200 animals affected by foot-and-mouth 





disease treated by the remedy to which I refer. Result, : 


the cure of the majority of them. 

(2) A certain number of animals (probably 36) 
similarly affected, similarly treated with the exception 
of one. Result, the one died; the 35 survived. 

(3) A certain number of animals (the number not 
recorded) similarly affected. Result, speedy reduction 
of fever and pain and (in the case of cows) little loss 
of milk and no abortions. 

(4) Of 114 animals in 12 stables, 33 (in three stables) 
similarly affected, similarly treated ; and the remaining 
81 (in nine stables) similarly affected, not similarly 
treated. Result, the 33 cured; of the 81, 19 died or 
were slaughtered. 
| have no private axe to grind. I write solely in the 

interests of truth. The general adoption of the treatment 
mentioned would not put a penny piece into my pocket. 
If the foregoing statements are false, their falsity can 
easily be established ; if they are true, a great responsi- 
bility lies on those who refuse to investigate them. Per- 
sonally, I believe them to be true ; and I invite the Minister 
of Agriculture to investigate them for the purpose of 
refuting them or verifying them. He shall have all the 
documentary proofs put before him.—I am, Sir, yours 
faithfully, RicHaRD FREE. 
St. Clement’s Vicarage. Fulham, S.W.6, 
November 17th, 1923. 





“« Jersey.’’ 
To THE Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—Mr. Gray has proved my case off his own pen— 
the A.V.C. boycott was successful without the aid of any 
Trades Union, because, in open competition with other 
employers, the Army was not paying what our men were 
really worth. 

Trades Unionism leads nowhere. When everyone joins 
a Trades Union to screw money out of everyone outside it, 
the relative position of one trade to another remains the 
same. The whole is greater than the part, and the public 
provides our salt. As long as there are enough public- 
spirited blackleg weaklings like myself in the profession, 
Mr. Gray and his friends may depend upon it that we shall 
break any attempt to follow the bad example of the 
Medical Profession by introducing Trades Unionism into 
our humble but honourable profession.—Yours truly, 
A. 8S. LEESE. 

20 St. George’s Square, Stamford, 

3rd December, 1923. 





The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following :— 
Communications from Major F. Chambers (Wolver- 
hampton), Major R. F. Stirling (Nagpur), and Professor 


J. D. Stewart (Sydney). 
Report of a meeting of the V.M.A. of Ireland from 


Professor J. J. O’Connor, Hon. Secretary. 
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UNITED ALKALI Co., 


LIMITED, 


Cunard Building, 
LIVERPOOL. 


“ UBIQUE.” 











Telegrams: Telegrams: Bank 9280. 





CHLOROS. 


Liquid Disinfectant and Sterilizer 
for 


Hospitals, Home and Veterinary Use. 





CHLOROFORM. 


B.P. Quality, 
for Medical and Industrial Use 
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SERUM LABORATORY, 


ANTWERP. 


(Formerly LABORATORY VANDERHEYDEN, LTD.) 
Founded in 1906. 








By Appointment to the Belgian Government for 
Sero~Vaccination against Swine Erysipelas, etc. 





Members of 
obtain Serum and Vaccines against Swine Erysipelas, 
White Scour, 
per, Lymphangitis, Polyarthritis, stc., also Tuberculin. 


the Veterinary Profession may 


Strangles, Tetanus, Canine Distem- 





Price List and Instructions sent on application 
to the Laboratory : 


39 et 41 RUE DES MOUCHES, 


ANTWERP. 


“ LABOSERUM. ANTWERP.” 


Telegrams : 





The Bayer Company’s 
Scientific 


Veterinary Products. 


CAPORIT Having a Rideal-Walker co-efficient of 200, 
Wound dress) CAPORIT is by far the most potent disinfect- 
ing and ant. For Veterinary use, it is supplied as a 
Antiseptic. powder for dry dressing, also as a powder for 
lotions and as an ointment. 
ARICYL Solution of an organic compound of Arsenic for 
Tonic. subcutaneous and intravenous injection. A 
formative, invigorating tonic, swift in action, sure 
in result. 
PULBIT An excellent intestinal astringent and absorbent, 
Anti- tasteless and odourless; insoluble in water. 
dierrhoicum Administered in all cases of diarrhoea, dysentery, 
etc. No disagreeable after-effects. 
PROTARGOL A proteid Compound of Silver in the form of 
(Vet) sticks, easily soluble, for infectious Vaginal 
Bactericide. Catarrh, especially in cattle. Safe and sure 
results; no irritant action on the mucous 
membrane. 
CONCENTRATED. CONVENIENT. 
EASILY APPLIED. SURE RESULTS. 
Additional Produats in course of _ preparation. 


Real 
For particulars and samples apply to the Sole Importers :— 


Millwards Merchandise Limited, 


MANCHESTER. 
P.O. BOX 455. 


GH mepoucatrs 9 
MANGE DRESSING 


A VALUABLE REMEDY FOR MANGE, 
RINGWORM. AND ALL SKIN DISEASES OF 
A PARASITIC NATURE IN DOGS, HORSES, 

CATTLE, ETC. 


Non-Poisonous and Non-Irritant. 


McDougall’s Mange Dressing has won the confidence 
of the profession, and is now suppliec in large quantities 
to Veterinary Surgeons all over the world. 











































In Boxes containing One Dozen §8oz. 
packets, and in 7lb. Tins for dispensing. 


MCDOUGALL’S | MCDOUGALL’S 
ANTISEPTIC DRESSING. ANIMAL SHAMPOO 


A splendid veterinary is unrivalled for killing 
preparation for dressing ticks, lice and fleas, and 
sores and wounds of every giving a beautiful gloss to 
description. the coat of any animal. 


The above three preparations are supplied in 
plain packets and tins without makers’ name. 











REMEMBER ! 
McDougall’s Veterinary Remedies are the result 
of many years’ patient scientific research. 


sx’ McDougall & Robertson, Ltd., i. 


Manufacturing Chemists, 


PORT ST., MANCHESTER. 








